
GEORGIAN MAHOGANY TRAVELLING PHYSICIAN’S APOTHECARY BOX
A GEORGIAN MAHOGANY TRAVELLING PHYSICIAN’S APOTHECARY BOX THE TOP WITH BRASS CARRYING HANDLE THE KEY

UNLOCKING A FITTED INTERIOR CONTAINING:
FIFTEEN PERIOD GLASS BOTTLES SOME LABELLED AND WITH THEIR ORIGINAL CONTENTS THE STOPPERS TIED WITH
OLD LEATHER COVERS TO INCLUDE: ‘LAUDANUM’ ‘TINCTURE OF RHUBARB’ ‘LINDERERU SPIRIT’ AND ‘POLYCHREST

SALT’ 
A SERIES OF SMALL LABELLED DRAWERS REVEALING BRUSHES LINT AND LINEN BANDAGES A MIXING KNIFE A GLASS

PHIAL OF ‘GENUINE BLACK DROP’ 
A PAPER PACKET INSCRIBED: ‘THE WORM POWDERS... AS BEFORE’

A GLASS MORTAR AND PESTLE AND FOUR UNGUENT JARS CONTAINING OINTMENT ONE LABELLED ‘MER OINTMENT’ A
SLIDING PANEL TO THE BACK OF THE CABINET REVEALING A CUPPING INSTRUMENT FOR USE IN BLEEDING THREE GLASS

BOTTLES TWO WITH LABELS AND ORIGINAL CONTENTS ‘NITRE’ AND ‘SAL SODA’
THE ‘BLACK DROP’ GLASS PHIAL WRAPPED IN A LEAFLET ENTITLED ‘TO THE FACULTY AND THOSE WHO TAKE OPIUM OR

ITS PREPARATIONS IS RECOMMENDED THE GENUINE LANCASTER BLACK DROPÂ€¦’
CIRCA 1760 - 1780

SIZE: 26.5CM HIGH, 29.5CM WIDE, 20CM DEEP - 10½ INS HIGH, 11½ INS WIDE, 8 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THE 18TH CENTURY SAW THE EMERGENCE OF THE PHYSICIAN IN SOMETHING OF THE MODERN STYLE WITH HIS
PRACTICE BASED FIRMLY ON SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE. HOWEVER, ONLY THE VERY WEALTHY COULD REGULARLY

AFFORD THE SERVICES OF A QUALIFIED PHYSICIAN, SO THOSE OF MORE MODEST MEANS TURNED TO APOTHECARIES
FOR ADVICE. MANY APOTHECARIES HAD PHARMACIES IN WHICH WERE SOLD MEDICINAL POTIONS, TINCTURES,

OINTMENTS AND HERBAL BASED REMEDIES.
THE OUTSTANDING PHYSICIAN OF THE 18TH CENTURY WAS THE DUTCHMAN HERMANN BOERHAAVE OF LEIDEN, WHO

UPHELD THE HIPPOCRATIC DOCTRINE OF THERAPY DEPENDING ON THE CURATIVE POWERS OF NATURE AND
EMPHASISED THE IMPORTANCE OF THE DOCTOR AT THE BEDSIDE. INSTEAD OF ALLOWING HIS STUDENTS TO CONFINE

THEMSELVES TO THE THEORY OF MEDICINE, HE ALSO INSTRUCTED THEM IN BEDSIDE TEACHING. HE ACQUIRED AN
IMMENSE PERSONAL FORTUNE THROUGH HIS PRACTICE AND WAS GREATLY ADMIRED NOT ONLY BY HIS PUPILS, BUT

ALSO BY THE GENERAL PUBLIC.

 


