
SOLOMON ISLANDS NEW GEORGIA OR BOUGANVILLE ISLANDS RITUAL MALE SPIRIT FIGURE
A SOLOMON ISLANDS NEW GEORGIA OR BOUGANVILLE ISLANDS RITUAL MALE SPIRIT FIGURE

THE WOOD PAINTED WITH BLACK AND RED PIGMENTS, THE EYES INLAID WITH SHELL
ONE ARM WITH OLD NATIVE REPAIR

OLD SMOOTH SILKY PATINA
19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 39CM HIGH - 15¼ INS HIGH / 44CM HIGH - 17¼ INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

THE SOLOMON ISLANDS FIRST BECAME KNOWN TO THE WORLD THROUGH THE VOYAGE OF ALVARO DE MENDAÅ̂ A FROM
SPAIN IN 1568, AND IT WAS THE SPANISH WHO WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR NAMING SOME OF THE INDIVIDUAL ISLANDS
SUCH AS SAN CHRISTOBAL. HOWEVER THE ARCHIPELAGO’S PRECISE LOCATION REMAINED UNKNOWN UNTIL THE

VOYAGE OF LOUIS ANTOINE DE BOUGAINVILLE IN 1768. HE WAS FOLLOWED BY GRADUALLY INCREASING NUMBERS OF
EXPLORERS, WHALERS AND TRADERS IN TORTOISESHELL AND ‘BÍªCHE-DE-MER’, PRESSED COCONUT, AND IN THE MID

19TH CENTURY BY THE CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES.
CAPTAIN ANDREW CHEYNE IN THE SHIP ‘NAIAD’ CRUISED THE WATERS AROUND THE ISLANDS OF NEW GEORGIA IN 1844
AND WROTE: ‘I KNOW OF NO ISLANDS IN THE PACIFIC WHERE SO MUCH TORTOISESHELL CAN BE PROCURED. WHALERS
USUALLY GET FROM 1½ TO 3 POUNDS OF SHELL FROM THE NATIVES FOR A SMALL HATCHET OR TOMAHAWK... THE REEFS

AROUND NEW GEORGIA... PRODUCE BÍªCHE-DE-MER OF THE FIRST QUALITY... PEARL OYSTERS OF A LARGE SIZE ARE
ALSO TO BE FOUND IN ABUNDANCE OFF THE REEFS... THE TRADE GOODS MOST SUITABLE FOR NEW GEORGIA ARE AXES,
ADZES, TOMAHAWKS, BLUE CLOTH... SMALL BEADS OF ALL COLOURS... KNIVES CHISELS ETC.’ (CHEYNE 1852: PG. 63 - 64)
IT IS PROBABLE THAT THIS FIGURE WAS CARVED FOR THE CONCLUDING RITUAL OF BOYS INITIATION RITES. AFTER THEIR
PROLONGED SECLUSION AWAY FROM VILLAGE LIFE THEY WERE REINTEGRATED INTO THE COMMUNITY BY RITUALS THAT

INCLUDED THE MAKING OF NEW CEREMONIAL HEADGEAR FOR THEM TO WEAR AND PROCESSING INTO THE VILLAGE



PRECEDED BY YOUNGER UNINITIATED BOYS CARRYING WOODEN CARVINGS OF MEN, WOMEN AND BIRDS. THESE
FIGURES WERE NOT SACRED AND DID NOT REPRESENT ANCESTORS OR ANY PARTICULAR INDIVIDUAL. THERE WAS NO

SECRECY ATTACHED TO THEM AND BOTH SEXES COULD VIEW THEM. AFTER THESE RITUALS THE FIGURES WERE
USUALLY BURNT, WHICH ACCOUNTS FOR THEIR COMPARATIVE RARITY.

 


