
WEST AFRICAN COTE D’IVOIRE LAGOONS REGION ATTYE PEOPLES STANDING FEMALE FIGURE
A WEST AFRICAN COTE D’IVOIRE LAGOONS REGION ATTYE PEOPLES STANDING FEMALE FIGURE TRACES OF

ENCRUSTATION TO BREASTS AND SHOULDERS 
SUPERB OLD SMOOTH SILKY PATINA

19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 46CM HIGH - 18 INS HIGH / 52CM HIGH - 20½ INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

THE SOUTH EASTERN COAST OF THE COTE D’IVOIRE IS AN AREA OF LAGOONS AND ALTHOUGH SMALL, CONTAINS A
MOSAIC OF PEOPLES SPEAKING AROUND FIFTEEN LANGUAGES LIVING IN VILLAGES WHICH BEFORE COLONISATION WERE

AUTONOMOUS. RESIDING IN CLOSE PROXIMITY TO EACH OTHER THEY HAVE LONG USED AND BEEN INFLUENCED BY
EACH OTHERS ART FORMS AND BY THOSE OF THEIR NORTHERN NEIGHBOURS THE BAULE AND ANYI.

TYPICAL OF THE ATTIE IS THE ELABORATE DETAILED COIFFURE DIVIDED INTO RAISED CONES OR MASSES ON THE HEAD.
THE REMAINS OF AN ENCRUSTED SURFACE TO THE UPPER BREASTS AND THE SHOULDERS SUGGESTS THAT THIS WAS A
SHRINE FIGURE DEDICATED TO A DEITY AND THAT IT WAS USED FOR SOME TIME. THE ROLE OF THESE FIGURES WAS TO
CONVEY MESSAGES TO SPIRIT’S LIVING IN THE OTHER WORLD AND MAY HAVE BEEN USED BY A DIVINER TO FOCUS AND

CONTROL SPIRITUAL FORCES USED IN TRADITIONAL HEALING. ALTERNATIVELY IT COULD HAVE BEEN INTENDED TO
REPRESENT AND HOUSE A MAN’S ‘SPIRIT LOVER’ FROM THE OTHER WORLD. IT MAY ALSO HAVE BEEN DISPLAYED AT

CERTAIN CEREMONIAL DANCES AS STATUETTES OF SIMILAR FORM WERE PUT TO ALL OF THESE VARIED USES.

 


