


ENGLISH SAILOR’S SCRIMSHAW NARWHAL TUSK WALKING CANE
A FINE ENGLISH SAILOR’S SCRIMSHAW NARWHAL TUSK WALKING CANE A SILVER MOUNT TO THE TOP AND TWO SILVER

EYELETS FOR A WRIST LOOP
OLD SOFT SMOOTH SILKY PATINA

LATE 18TH – EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 92CM LONG - 36¼ INS LONG 

ARTICLE 10 CERTIFICATE AVAILABLE

 
LITERATURE

THE WHITBY WHALING FLEET WAS ACTIVE IN ARCTIC WATERS FROM 1753 AND NARWHALS WERE THEN FOUND IN
CONSIDERABLE NUMBERS IN THE GREENLAND SEA. THEIR TUSKS HAVE A NATURAL PRONOUNCED SPIRAL GRAIN AND
WERE MADE BY THE SCRIMSHANDERS INTO WALKING STICKS THAT WOULD GAIN A SPECTACULAR SMOOTH AND SHINY

PATINATION OVER TIME.
NARWHALS WERE REFERRED TO BY THE WHALERS AS ‘UNIES’ SHORT FOR UNICORN, AS HISTORICALLY NARWHAL

TUSKS WERE THOUGHT TO BE THE HORN OF THE UNICORN, A MYTHICAL CREATURE, HALF HORSE AND HALF ANTELOPE
WITH A HUGE HORN GROWING FROM ITS FOREHEAD. THE TUSKS WERE ALWAYS A VALUABLE CURIOSITY, THOUGH

PRICES OF COURSE, VARIED WITH AVAILABILITY. CHARLES EDWARD SMITH, SURGEON ABOARD THE HULL WHALE-SHIP
‘DIANA’ IN 1866 - 67 REMARKS ON THE BAN PUT ON MEN OF THE SCOTTISH FLEET TRADING WITH THE ESKIMO. THIS

SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN TO PREVENT THEM SPENDING TOO MUCH TIME SEEKING OUT NARWHAL TUSKS: ‘MR GILROY TOLD
ME THAT THE REASON THIS NEW LAW WAS MADE WAS THE THE CAPTAIN OF THE WHALING VESSELS HAD BEEN GETTING

GREAT SUMS OF MONEY LATELY FOR UNICORN HORNS WHICH WERE A PREREQUISITE OF THEIRS, AND THAT THEY
THOUGHT THEY MIGHT BE TEMPTED TO NEGLECT THE WHALE FISHING, PUTTING OFF THEIR TIME GOING UP THE

COUNTRY GETTING THESE HORNS – THAT LAST YEAR THERE WAS NOT A SINGLE WHALE GOT ON THE EAST COAST AND



THAT LAST YEAR CAPT. WALKER CLEARED £600 BY SELLING UNICORN’S HORNS ALONE THUS MAKING MORE THAN HIS
PAY BESIDESÂ€¦. HORNS THAT FORMERLY WOULD HAVE SOLD FOR 5 SHILLINGS EACH AS MERE CURIOSITIES WERE NOW
WORTH £10 EACH. MRS G. GILROY SAID THAT LAST YEAR THE WIFE OF ONE OF THE CAPTAINS HAD SOLD TWO HORNS AND

BOUGHT A PIANO WITH THE MONEY’.

 


