
SAILORS SCRIMSHAW WHALEBONE WALKING CANE OF ARCHITECTURAL FORM
AN UNUSUAL SAILORS SCRIMSHAW WHALEBONE WALKING CANE OF ARCHITECTURAL FORM WITH A TURNED FREE

ROLLING SPIRAL TWIST SPERM WHALE TOOTH COLUMN FLOATING AND CAGED WITHIN A QUADRANGLE
CIRCA 1840 - 60

SIZE: 91.5CM LONG - 36 INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

THE MOST VERSATILE MATERIAL FOR SCRIMSHAW OF ALL KINDS WAS BONE FROM THE LOWER JAWS OF THE GREAT
WHALES. IT IS PARTICULARLY DENSE AND EVEN-TEXTURED AND PROVIDED LARGE AREAS OF USEABLE MATERIAL WHICH

WAS STRONG, DURABLE AND RESISTANT TO WARPING AND SPLITTING. IT COULD BE CARVED, TURNED OR SAWN INTO
THIN SHEETS AND WENT TO PRODUCE A WIDE VARIETY OF SCRIMSHAW MADE BY THE SAILORS ON BOARD SHIP.
JAW BONES FROM THE SPERM WHALE WERE REGULARLY SALVAGED FOR SCRIMSHAW AFTER THE TEETH WERE

EXTRACTED. THE BROAD AREA OF THE JAW BEHIND EACH ROW OF TEETH WAS KNOWN AS THE ‘PANBONE’ FROM THE
TERM ‘JAW PANS’ GIVEN TO THE DEPRESSIONS WHERE THE JAW ARTICULATED WITH THE SKULL. PANBONE WAS THE
MAIN MATERIAL FOR TOOLS AND SHIP’S FITTINGS: FIDS, SEAM RUBBERS, BELAYING PINS, BLOCKS AND SHEAVES, AND

THE LOWER MARGIN WAS SUFFICIENTLY LONG TO BE CUT OR TURNED INTO WALKING CANES.
ARCHITECTURAL WALKING CANES WERE A WAY FOR THE SCRIMSHANDER TO BOAST AND SHOW OFF HIS SKILLS WHILST

WARDING OFF THE BOREDOM OF A LONG WHALING VOYAGE.

 


