
A TIBETAN FIRE STEEL ‘CHAKMAK’ BELT HUNG TINDER POUCHE
A TIBETAN FIRE STEEL ‘CHAKMAK’ BELT HUNG TINDER POUCHE THE LEATHER SET WITH DECORATIVE PANELS OF SILVER

COPPER AND BRASS AND RED CORAL WITH ATTACHED STEEL STRIKER
TOGETHER WITH A TIBETAN BELT HUNG COIN POUCH DECORATED WITH PANELS OF CHASED SILVER AND BRASS INSET

WITH GREEN TURQUOISE
19TH CENTURY

SIZES: A: 30CM HIGH, 14CM WIDE - 11¾ INS HIGH, 5½ INS WIDE
B: 25CM HIGH, 13.5CM WIDE - 10 INS HIGH, 5¼ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

IN THE 1820’S WILLIAM MOORCROFT TRAVELLED EXTENSIVELY IN THE HIMALAYAN REGIONS AND IN DESCRIBING TIBETAN
DRESS HE NOTED ‘EVERY MAN CARRIES A KNIFE HANGING FROM HIS GIRDLE AND A CHAKMAK OR STEEL FOR STRIKING A

LIGHT’. CONSTRUCTED FROM A STIFF LEATHER PURSE WITH A CURVED STEEL STRIKER ATTACHED BY RIVETS, THE
SIDES AND FLAP ARE SEWN AND FIXED BY ORNAMENTAL SILVER AND BRASS PLATES, AND SMALL DECORATIVE PLAQUES.

INSIDE ARE KEPT A PIECE OF FLINT AND SOME TINDER SUCH AS DRIED PLANT ROOTS. TO THE TOP A METAL PLATE
ALLOWS THE POUCH TO BE HUNG FROM THE BELT WITH A ‘CHAKMAK’ STRAP.

WITH THE INTRODUCTION OF THE FRICTION MATCH THE FUNCTION OF THE TINDER BOX AND POUCH GRADUALLY
BECAME REDUNDANT, BUT THE TIBETANS AND MONGOLIANS STILL WORE THEM AND REGARDED THEM AS AMULETIC

JEWELLERY AND AN ESSENTIAL PART OF THEIR TRADITIONAL DRESS.

 


