
UNUSUAL ENGLISH SAILORS SCRIMSHAW TURNED NARWHAL TUSK WALKING CANE
AN UNUSUAL ENGLISH SAILORS SCRIMSHAW TURNED NARWHAL TUSK WALKING CANE WITH A SILVER MOUNTED CARVED

WALRUS TUSK HANDLE 
AGED SMOOTH SILKY PATINA

MID 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 86CM LONG - 34 INS LONG

 



LITERATURE
WHALING CHANGED VERY LITTLE BETWEEN THE 16TH AND 19TH CENTURIES, WITH GENERATIONS OF WHALERS

THROWING HARPOONS FROM OPEN BOATS AND LIVING ON BOARD ‘A WOODEN WORLD’ OFTEN FOR YEARS AT A TIME. THE
LIFE OF A SHIP WAS EXTRAORDINARY, A NEW SAILOR COMING UPON IT FOR THE FIRST TIME ENTERED A PECULIAR

SOCIETY WITH ITS OWN MANNERS, DRESS AND LANGUAGE. ONE BOY REMEMBERED OF HIS GOING TO SEA, ‘NOR COULD I
THINK WHAT WORLD I WAS IN, WHETHER AMONG SPIRITS OR DEVILS. ALL SEEMED STRANGE; DIFFERENT LANGUAGE AND
STRANGE EXPRESSIONS OF TONGUE, THAT I THOUGHT MYSELF ALWAYS ASLEEP OR IN A DREAM, AND NEVER PROPERLY

AWAKE’ (BELLAMY ‘RAMBLIN JACK, THE JOURNAL OF CAPTAIN JOHN CREMER’ 1700 - 1774)

 


