Finch & C°

NORTHERN ITALIAN RENAISSANCE ‘BRACCIA'

ANORTHERN ITALIAN RENAISSANCE ‘BRACCIA’ ACARVED WALNUT WOODEN GLOVE WITH SIXROWS OF SPIKES USED ON
THE FOREARMTO PLAY ATEAMBALL GAVE ‘PALLONE COL BRACCIALE'
THE TOP INSCRIBED WITH THE NAVE ‘BONINO. A FOSSANO
OLD SMOOTH DRY PATINA
LATE 17TH — EARLY 18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 18CMHIGH, 15CMDIA - 7 INS HIGH, 6 INS DIA

LITERATURE

‘PALLONE COL BRACCIALE WAS ATRADITIONAL ITALIAN BALL GAVE PLAYED BY YOUNG MEN CALLED ‘PALLONISTA
WEARING THE WOODEN SPIKED GLOVE OVER THE FOREARMWHICH WAS USED TO STRIKE AN INFLATED BALL BACK AND
FORTH ON COURTS THAT WERE MARKED OUT OFTEN ON THE TOWN STREETS. ‘BRACCIA EXISTS FOR BOTH THE LEFT
AND RIGHT HANDS AND WERE USUALLY MADE TO MEASURE. THE INSCRIPTION ON THE GLOVE MAY REFER TO THE
OWNER RATHER THAN THE MAKER.

ADESIGNATED ‘MANDARINO OR SERVER WAS USED TO PUT THE BALL INTO PLAY AND THE RECEIMNG PLAYERS WERE
ALLOWED TO REJECT ANY OF THE SERVES. THE SCORES WERE MADE IN TENS AND FIFTEENS, MUCH LIKE TENNIS, WITH
THE FIRST TEAMTO GAIN 12 GAVES BEING THE WINNER. VIOLENT PLAY OFTEN RESULTED IN BROKEN LIMBS AS THE
‘BRACCIA WEIGHED UP TO TWO KILOS AND COULD BE USED TO DELIBERATELY INFLICT INJURY. THE GAVE WAS
POPULARLY PLAYED IN ITALY FROMTHE MD 16TH CENTURY, WHEN THE FIRST OFFICIAL REGULATIONS WERE WRITTEN
OUT IN 1555 BY ANTONIO SCAINO FROM SALO+, TO AROUND 1910. THE PROFESSIONAL PLAYERS OF THE GAVE,
‘PALLONISTA, WERE THE HIGHEST PAID SPORTSMEN IN THE WORLD WITH SOMVE, LIKE THE MODERN FOOTBALLER,
ACHIEMNG CELEBRITY STATUS.

FOUR DIFFERING VERSIONS OF THE GAVE ARE STILL PLAYED IN EUROPE, AVERICAAND ARGENTINAWITH ASMALLER
MODERN HARD RUBBER BALL AND AMUCH LIGHTER AND LESS DANGEROUS ‘BRACCIA. IT IS THOUGHT THAT THE GAVE
MAY HAVE AN ORIGINALLY COME FROMPRE-COLUMBIAN SOUTH AVERICAAS IT IS KNOWN THAT THE TAINO PEOPLES
PLAYED ASIMLAR GAVE HITTING ABALL AGAINST AWALL, WHICH WOULD HAVE BEEN SEEN AND BROUGHT BACK TO
EUROPE BY THE SPANISH CONQUISTADORS.

IT IS SAID THAT THE PAINTER VERONESE WAS EXILED FROM THE CITY OF VERONAFOR ATIME AFTER PUTTING OUT THE
EYE OF ANOTHER ‘PALLONISTA WHILST SWINGING THE ‘BRACCIA ON HIS FOREARM TOO WIDE.



