
FINE ITALIAN NEOCLASSICAL CARVED LAVA STONE PLAQUE
A FINE ITALIAN NEOCLASSICAL CARVED LAVA STONE PLAQUE OF THE THREE GRACES OR MUSES ‘AFTER THE ANTIQUE’

EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 13.5CM HIGH, 10CM WIDE, 3CM DEEP - 5¼ INS HIGH, 4 INS WIDE, 1¼ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

LAVA STONE WAS A POPULAR MATERIAL AT THE BEGINNING OF THE 19TH CENTURY ESPECIALLY WITH THE GRAND
TOURISTS VISITING ITALY AND POMPEII WHO WISHED TO TAKE HOME MEMENTOES OF MOUNT VESUVIUS. IN THE NATURAL

COLOURS OF MATT GREY, GREENISH BROWN OR BEIGE THE CARVINGS ARE OFTEN VERY INTRICATELY CARVED WITH
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SUBJECTS.

THE THREE GREEK MUSES OR GRACES WERE THE DAUGHTERS OF ZEUS AND MNEMOSYNE OR MEMORY, AND WERE THE
GODDESSES OF LITERATURE, MUSIC AND DANCE. THE EARLY GREEK POET HESIOD WAS THE FIRST TO NAME THEM AND

ACCORDING TO HIM, THERE WERE NINE, EACH OF WHOM IN LATER ROMAN TIMES PRESIDED OVER ONE PARTICULAR ART,
BUT THEIR NAMES AND NUMBER VARY CONSIDERABLY AT DIFFERENT TIMES IN ANTIQUITY. ALSO KNOWN AS THE THREE
GRACES, THEY REPRESENTED YOUTH AND BEAUTY, COMEDY AND MIRTH, AND ELEGANCE AND THEY WOULD PRESIDE

OVER BANQUETS IN ORDER TO DELIGHT THE GUESTS OF THE GODS.
ARTISTS OF ALL KINDS IN ANTIQUITY FELT A PERSONAL BOND WITH THE MUSES WHO THEY BELIEVED TO BE THE SOURCE
OF THEIR GIFTS, AND IT IS FROM THEM THAT THE WORD ‘MUSEUM’ ORIGINATED MEANING A PLACE CONNECTED WITH THE
MUSES WHERE ARTS AND LEARNING WAS CULTIVATED. THE MOST FAMOUS MUSEUM WAS THAT OF ALEXANDRIA IN EGYPT

FOUNDED BY PTOLEMY I (323 - 283 BC). DISTINCT FROM THE LIBRARY, IT HOUSED SCHOLARS WHO WERE STATE
SUPPORTED AND WHO ATTENDED LECTURES AND DISCUSSIONS WHICH EVEN ROYALTY MIGHT ATTEND. QUEEN
CLEOPATRA IS REPUTED TO HAVE DONE SO. DINNERS WITH CLEVER CONVERSATION WERE A CHARACTERISTIC

INSTITUTION OF THE MUSEUM, A POET OF THE 3RD CENTURY BC DESCRIBED IT AS THE ‘HENCOOP OF THE MUSES’.

 


