
ANCIENT BRITISH 'TOADSTONE' CELTIC VOTIVE HEAD OF A MAN
AN ANCIENT BRITISH 'TOADSTONE' (VOLCANIC BASALT) CELTIC VOTIVE HEAD OF A MAN

THE LIMESTONE BLACKENED BY EXPOSURE
2ND - 3RD CENTURY AD

SIZE: 28.5CM HIGH, 21CM WIDE, 20CM DEEP - 11¼ INS HIGH, 8¼ INS WIDE, 8 INS DEEP 
NOTE: 'TOADSTONE' VOLCANIC BASALT WAS FOUND IN DERBYSHIRE, THE KNOWN AREA WHERE THE HEAD WAS FOUND IN

THE 1970'S

 
LITERATURE

THE AUSTERE AND ABSTRACT AESTHETIC PORTRAYED IN ANCIENT CELTIC SEVERED HEAD SCULPTURE IS POWERFUL
AND DISCONCERTING. THE MINIMAL CARVING AND REDUCTION OF THE FACIAL FEATURES TO ESSENTIALLY GEOMETRIC
FORMS SHOWN IN THE EXPRESSIONLESS LENTOID EYES AND SCHEMATICALLY SUGGESTED HAIR GIVES THESE HEADS A

SENSE AND FEELING OF CONTEMPORARY MODERNISM. 
THE HUMAN HEAD WAS REGARDED BY THE CELTS AS BEING SYMBOLIC OF DIVINITY AND SUPERNATURAL POWERS

WHICH WOULD PROVIDE PROTECTION AGAINST EVIL. THE MOTIF OF THE SEVERED HEAD FIGURES THROUGHOUT THE
ENTIRE FIELD OF CELTIC CULT PRACTICE AND PERSISTED OVER A LONG PERIOD OF TIME. INTENDED FOR RITUALISTIC
PURPOSES THESE CARVED STONE HEADS FUNCTIONED AS SURROGATES FOR ACTUAL DECAPITATED HUMAN HEADS

TAKEN IN BATTLE BY CELTIC WARRIORS, OR IN SACRIFICE BY PRIESTS. THE VENERATION OF THE HEAD WAS ROOTED IN
THE CELTIC RELIGION BEING REGARDED AS THE SEAT OF THE SOUL AND CAPABLE OF INDEPENDENT BEING, AND SO

POSSESSION OF AN ENEMY’S HEAD MEANT CONTROL OVER THAT PARTICULAR PERSON AND THEIR SPIRIT. THE SEVERED
HEAD REPRESENTED AN ASPECT OF DIVINITY AND AS SUCH WAS AN APPROPRIATE OFFERING WITH WHICH TO ADORN A
TEMPLE, AND MADE IN STONE, IT WOULD BE EVERLASTING. THE CELTIC CULT OF THE HEAD LAID THE FOUNDATION FOR
THE CHRISTIAN BELIEF IN THE HEAD AS THE LOCUS OF THE SOUL EXPLAINING THE LATER REVERENCE FOR THE HEADS

OF SAINTS AND MARTYRS, AND THEIR PRESERVATION AS SACRED RELICS.

 


