
JAPANESE CARVED BOXWOOD NETSUKE OF AN ONI
A FINE JAPANESE CARVED BOXWOOD NETSUKE OF AN ONI COWERING TERRIFIED UNDER SHOKI THE DEMON QUELLER’S
WIDE HAT HIS THREE FINGERED HAND GRIPPING THE BRIM HIS HORNED HEAD TUCKED DOWN WITH ONLY THE TOP OF

HIS EYES VISIBLE THE TOP OF THE HAT INLAID WITH TWO COPPER BEANS THE HIMOTOSHI FORMED IN THE GAP BETWEEN
HIS THREE TOED FOOT AND HIS LEG 
SIGNED WITHOUT RESERVE SHOSAN 

SUPERB RICH SMOOTH DARK BROWN PATINA
MID 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 2.5CM HIGH, 3.5CM DIA. - 1 INS HIGH, 1¼ INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

JAPANESE ONI ARE DEVILS AND DEMONS, SOMETIMES OF GIANT SIZE, DISTINGUISHED BY TWO HORNS AND THREE
FINGERED HANDS AND THREE TOED FEET. NORMALLY CRUEL, MEAN AND LECHEROUS THEY ARE SOMETIMES DEPICTED

IN COMICAL SITUATIONS AS INTELLIGENCE IS NOT THEIR STRONG POINT. SHOKI, THE DEMON QUELLER IS THE ONI’S
GREAT ENEMY, WHO HABITUALLY TRIES TO SHORTEN OR CUT OFF THE ONI’S HORNS THEREBY DEPRIVING HIM OF HIS

EVIL POWER. BEAN OR PEAS ARE THE ONLY OTHER THINGS THAT FRIGHTEN AN ONI AND AT THE JAPANESE ‘SETSUBUN’
NEW YEAR FESTIVAL A CEREMONY IS PERFORMED CALLED ‘ONI-YARAI’ AT WHICH PEOPLE THROW THE LEGUMES WHILST

SHOUTING ‘DEVILS OUT! GOOD LUCK IN!’

 


