Finch & C°

JAPANESE BOXWOOD NETSUKE OF ONE LARGE AND FOUR SMALLER VEGETABLE GOURDS

AFINE JAPANESE BOXWOOD NETSUKE OF ONE LARGE AND FOUR SMALLER VEGETABLE GOURDS ATTACHED TOALONG
STALKWITH THREE LEAVES THE GAP BETWEEN THE GOURD AND THE STALK FORMING THE HIMOTOSHI
LATE 18TH — EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 5.5CMLONG- 24 INS LONG

LITERATURE

THE CALABASH, WHITE FLOWERED OR BOTTLE GOURD ‘LAGENARIA SICERARIA IS KNOWN BY MANY NAVES ACROSS THE
WORLD AND IS AVINE GROWN FOR ITS EDIBLE FRUIT. THESE ARE HARVESTED WHEN YOUNG AND USED AS AVEGETABLE
OR LEFT TO MATURE AND USED AS AUTENSIL, BOTTLE OR EVEN APIPE. IN JAPAN, IT IS MOST COMMONLY SOLD IN THE
FORM OF FRIED MARINATED STRIPS KNOWN AS ‘KANPYO' AND IS USED AS AN INGREDIENT IN ROLLED SUSHI. GOURDS
WERE ONE OF THE FIRST CULTIVATED PLANTS IN THE WORLD. IT WAS GROWN IN THE AVERICAS LONG BEFORE THE
ARRIVAL OF CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS. HOWEVER, IT SHOULD NOT BE CONFUSED WITH THE HARD, HOLLOW FRUITS OF
THE THE UNRELATED CALABASH TREE.



