
JAPANESE NATURALISTICALLY CARVED BOXWOOD MODEL OF A LOTUS FRUIT
A FINE JAPANESE NATURALISTICALLY CARVED BOXWOOD MODEL OF A LOTUS FRUIT CONTAINING SEVEN HORN LOOSE

SEEDS THE BENT STALK INLAID WITH MINUTE HORN SPOTS FORMING THE HIMOTOSHI 
EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 4CM HIGH, 3.5CM DIA. - 1½ INS HIGH, 1¼ INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

IN 1889 RUDYARD KIPLING WROTE A LETTER DESCRIBING HIS TRAVELS IN JAPAN WITH HIS FRIEND ‘THE PROFESSOR’.
THEY ENTER AN ANTIQUE SHOP AND HE BECOMES ENTHRALLED WITH THE DIMINUTIVE NETSUKE AND THEIR NUMEROUS
SUBJECTS AND FORMS.... ‘THE ENGLISHMAN IS A WONDERFUL ANIMAL. HE BUYS A DOZEN OF THESE THINGS AND PUTS

THEM ON TOP OF AN OVERCROWDED CABINET, WHERE THEY SHOW LIKE BLOBS OF IVORY, AND FORGETS THEM IN A
WEEK. THE JAPANESE HIDES THEM IN A BEAUTIFUL BROCADED BAG OR A QUIET LACQUER BOX TILL THREE CONGENIAL
FRIENDS COME TO TEA. THEN HE TAKES THEM OUT SLOWLY, AND THEY ARE LOOKED OVER WITH APPRECIATION AMID

QUIET CHUCKLES TO THE DELIBERATIVE CLINK OF CUPS AND PUT BACK UNTIL THE MOOD FOR INTROSPECTION
RETURNS. THAT IS THE WAY TO ENJOY WHAT WE CALL CURIOS. EVERY MAN IS A COLLECTOR IN JAPAN, BUT YOU SHALL

FIND NO CROWDS OF ‘THINGS’ OUTSIDE OF THE BEST SHOPS’.

 


