Finch & C°

JAPANESE CARVED BOXWOOD NETSUKE OF AN ONI

AFINE JAPANESE CARVED BOXWOOD NETSUKE OF AN ONI HIS EYES INLAID WITH HORN GRAPPLING AN OCTOPUS WITH
INLAID IVORY EYES ITS TENTACLES ENCIRCLING THE ONI'S ARMS AND LEGS
EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 3.5CMHIGH - 174 INS HIGH

LITERATURE

IN THE LATE 18TH CENTURY DIRECT CONTACT WITH EUROPEANS ON JAPAN WAS STRICTLY LIMTED TO AFEW DUTCH
TRADING ON DEJIMA, BUT THE BOOKS THEY BROUGHT WITH THEMHAD A GREAT INFLUENCE BECOMING THE MAIN
SOURCE OF WESTERN KNOWLEDGE IN JAPAN. THE INFORMATION DISSEMINATED THROUGH SUCH WORKS, KNOWN AS
‘RANGAKU’ OR DUTCH STUDIES, RESULTED IN THE INTRODUCTION OF DRAWING FROMNATURE AND THE USE OF
PERSPECTIVE, LIGHT AND SHADE. THE EFFECT OF WESTERN ART PRODUCED ANEW SENSE OF REALISMWHICH WAS
ALSO REFLECTED IN THE CARVING OF NETSUKE. THE KEEN OBSERVATION AND ATTENTION TO DETAIL, ESPECIALLY IN
THE DEPICTION OF ANIMALS, CAN BE SEEN IN THE EYES THAT ARE INLAID WITH VARIOUS MATERIALS AND THE
METICULOUS PORTRAYAL OF, AS IN THIS EXAMPLE, THE SUCKERS OF THE OCTOPUS AND THE FACE OF THE ONI.



