
ANCIENT EGYPTIAN SOLID CAST BRONZE FIGURE OF OSIRIS
A FINE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN SOLID CAST BRONZE FIGURE OF OSIRIS

LATE DYNASTIC PERIOD 26TH - 30TH DYNASTY 664 - 343 BC
SIZE: 26CM HIGH - 10¼ INS HIGH / 28CM HIGH - 11 INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

ONE OF THE EARLIEST OF THE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN GODS, OSIRIS BECAME ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT OF ALL THE
DEITIES WHOSE PRINCIPAL ASSOCIATION WAS WITH DEATH, RESURRECTION AND FERTILITY. AS IN THIS FIGURE, HE IS
OFTEN DEPICTED AS A MUMMY WHOSE HANDS PROJECT THROUGH HIS WRAPPINGS TO HOLD THE ROYAL INSIGNIA OF
CROOK AND FLAIL. HE WEARS THE DISTINCTIVE ‘ATEF’ CROWN CONSISTING OF THE TALL ‘WHITE CROWN’ FLANKED BY
TWO PLUMES AND A PAIR OF TWISTED RAM HORNS. HIS SKIN AND FLESH IS SHOWN AS BLACK TO SIGNIFY THE FERTILE
NILE SOIL AS ONE OF HIS EARLIEST FUNCTIONS WAS AS A FERTILITY GOD OVERSEEING THE GROWTH OF CROPS AND

CONTROLLING THE INUNDATION OF THE RIVER AND ITS ALL IMPORTANT ALLUVIUM DEPOSITS.
THE COMBINATION OF HIS FERTILITY AND FUNERARY ASPECTS TRANSFORMED OSIRIS INTO THE QUINTESSENTIAL GOD

OF RESURRECTION. BY THE 5TH DYNASTY (2494 - 2345 BC) THE DEAD KING WAS IDENTIFIED WITH OSIRIS WHILE THE
LIVING RULER WAS EQUATED WITH HIS SON HORUS, AND BY THE FIRST INTERMEDIATE PERIOD (2181 - 2055 BC) IT

APPEARS TO HAVE BECOME POSSIBLE FOR ANY DECEASED PERSON TO BE RESURRECTED IN THE GUISE OF OSIRIS. IN
ORDER TO GAIN ETERNAL LIFE IT WAS ESSENTIAL THE MUMMIFIED BODY HAD TO IMITATE THE APPEARANCE OF OSIRIS AS

CLOSELY AS POSSIBLE. HERODOTUS, THE GREEK HISTORIAN DESCRIBED THE MOST EXPENSIVE TECHNIQUE OF
MUMMIFICATION AS BEING ‘IN THE MANNER OF OSIRIS’.

 


