Finch & C°

SPANISH EMBROIDERED AND PAINTED SILK PANEL DEPICTING THE JESUIT SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER

ASPANISH ENBROIDERED AND PAINTED SILK PANEL DEPICTING THE JESUIT SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER MEDITATING ON THE
PASSION WHILST ON HIS MSSION IN SOUTHERN INDIA THE SEAAND COCONUT PALMS IN THE BACKGROUND
FINE AND UNBLEMSHED CONDITION
AN OLD LABEL TO REVERSE FOR HAVPTON & SONS INSCRIBED ‘513 FINE OLD SPANISH EVBROIDERED PANEL £6.10.0
AND PAPER INVENTORY NO. ‘118’
LATE 18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 30CMHIGH, 23CMWIDE - 11%INS HIGH, 9 INS WIDE / 34CMHIGH, 27.5CMWIDE - 13%4 INS HIGH, 10% INS WIDE
(FRAVED)

LITERATURE

FRANCIS XAVIER (1506-51) WAS APIONEER JESUIT MISSIONARY. BORN AT THE CASTLE OF XAVIER IN NAVARRE, HE WAS A
BASQUE SPANIARD EDUCATED AT THE UNIVERSITY OF PARIS WHERE HE MET AND EVENTUALLY JOINED IGNATIUS OF
LOYOLA, THE FOUNDER OF THE JESUITS. FRANCIS WAS ONE OF THE GROUP OF SEVEN WHO TOOK THEIR VOWS AT
MONTMARTRE IN 1534 AND WHO WERE ORDAINED PRIESTS IN VENICE THREE YEARS LATER. FROM THE VERY BEGINNING
PREACHING IN FOREIGN MISSIONS WAS AN INTEGRAL PART OF JESUIT IDEAL AND VOCATION. FRANCIS JOINED SIMON
RODRIGUEZ AT LISBON AND IN 1541 SAILED TO GOAAT THE INVITATION OF THE KING OF PORTUGAL, JOHN IIl TO
EVANGELISE THE EAST INDIES FORTIFIED BY APAPAL BRIEF NOMINATING HIMAPOSTOLIC NUNCIO IN THE EAST. THE
JOURNEY TOOK 13 MONTHS.

FRANCIS MADE GOAHIS HEADQUARTERS AND HIS ASTONISHING MSSIONARY ACHIEVEMENTS FILLED THE REMAINING
TEN YEARS OF HIS LIFE. HE BEGAN BY REFORMING GOAWHICH WAS FULL OF RELAXED PORTUGUESE CATHOLICS
NOTORIOUS FOR THEIR CRUELTY TO THEIR SLAVES, OPEN CONCUBINAGE, AND NEGLECT OF THE POOR. HE DID MUCH
TO OFFSET THIS APPARENT BETRAYAL OF CHRIST AND THE CHURCH BY PREACHING AND WRITING VERSES ON
CHRISTIAN TRUTHS SET TO POPULAR TUNES. FOR THE NEXT SEVEN YEARS HE WORKED AVIONG THE PARAVAS IN



SOUTHERN INDIA, SRI LANKA MALACCA, THE MOLUCCA ISLANDS AND THE MALAY PENINSULA HE WENT AMONG THE
POOR AS APOOR MAN HIMSELF: SLEEPING ON THE GROUND IN AHUT, AND EATING MAINLY RICE AND WATER. HE MET
WITH IMVENSE SUCCESS AMONG THE LOW CASTE OF INDIA, BUT WITH ALMOST NONE AMONG THE BRAHMINS. WHEREVER
HE WENT HE LEFT NUMEROUS ORGANISED CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES, AND A GOOD EXAMPLE OF THE PERMANENCE OF
HIS ACHIEVEMENTS IS THE PERSISTENT FIDELITY TO CHRISTIANITY OF THE PARAVAS WHOMHE PROBABLY ALSO SAVED
FROMEXTERMNATION.

DESPITE HIS PROPENSITY TO SEASICKNESS AND HIS DIFFICULTY IN LEARNING FOREIGN LANGUAGES, HE WENT
FURTHER EAST MAKING OVER AHUNDRED CONVERTS AYEAR AT KAGOSHIMAIN JAPAN. HOWEVER, ON HIS WAY TO CHINA
IN 1551 HE FELL ILL AND DIED ALMOST ALONE ON THE ISLAND OF CHANG-CHUEN-SHAN. HE HAD SUFFERED EXTREME
HARDSHIP AND WORN HIMSELF OUT WITH CEASELESS ACTIMTY, BUT DESPITE HIS LACK OF UNDERSTANDING OF THE
GREAT RELIGIONS OF THE EAST, HE BUILT ALASTING CHRISTIAN PRESENCE THERE. HIS BODY WAS PLACED IN
QUICKLIME AND BROUGHT TO GOAWHERE IT REMAINS ENSHRINED AND FOR LONG HAS BEEN, IN ITS INCORRUPT STATE,
AN OBJECT OF POPULAR PILGRIMAGE.



