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ANE FRENCH EMPIRE GOLD MOUNTED IVORY AND TORTOISESHELL OPERA MONOCULAR

AFINE FRENCH EMPIRE GOLD MOUNTED IVORY AND TORTOISESHELL OPERAMONOCULAR
ORIGINAL SHAGREEN AND VELVET LINED CASE
CIRCA1800 - 1830
SIZE: ACMDIA, 6CMHIGH - 172INS DIA,, 2%4 INS HIGH (CLOSED)
4.5CMDIA, 7CMHIGH - 1% INS DIA, 2% INS HIGH (CASE)

LITERATURE

WHEN NAPOLEON TOOK POWER HE REDUCED THE NUMBER OF PARISIAN OPERAHOUSES TO THREE FROM THE MANY
THAT HAD PROLIFERATED DURING THE 1790’S. THESE WERE THE OPERA, FOR SERIOUS OPERAS WITH RECITATIVE AND
NOT DIALOGUE, THE OPERA-COMQUE FOR WORKS WITH SPOKEN DIALOGUE IN FRENCH, AND THE THEI¢ TRE-ITALIEN
FOR IMPORTED ITALIAN OPERAS. ALL THREE PLAYED ALEADING ROLE IN PARISIAN ENTERTAINMVENT, BUT AUDIENCES
FLOCKED TO SEE TRADITIONAL ‘OPERABUFFA AT THE THEI¢ TRE-ITALIEN AND WORKS IN THE NEWLY FASHIONABLE ‘BEL
CANTO' STYLE ESPECIALLY THOSE BY ROSSINI WHOSE FAVE WAS SWEEPING ACROSS EUROPE. IN 1823 THE THEATRE
SCORED AN IMVENSE COUP BY PERSUADING HIMTO COME TO PARIS AND TAKE UP THE POST OF MANAGER OF THE
OPERAHOUSE. HE ARRIVED TO AN OUTSTANDING WELCOME WORTHY OF AMODERN OSCAR WINNING CELEBRITY
ACTOR. HE WENT ON TO REVIVE THE FLAGGING FORTUNES OF THE THEI¢ TRE-ITALIEN AND THEN TURNED HIS ATTENTION
TO THE OPERA GIVING IT FRENCH VERSIONS OF HIS ITALIAN OPERAS AND IN 1829 ANEW PIECE ‘GUILLAUNME TELL'.
HOWEVER, IT ALL PROVED TOO MUCH AND GROUND DOWN BY THE WORKLOAD AND DISILLUSIONED BY THE FAILURE OF
TELL, ROSSINI RETIRED AS ACOMPOSER.



