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REGENCY TORTOISESHELL VENEERED CONCHOLOGIST'S CABINET

AREGENCY TORTOISESHELL VENEERED CONCHOLOGIST'S CABINET CONTAINING ACOLLECTION OF SEASHELLS
ARRANGED IN FIVE DRAWERS SECTIONED WITH GOLD BRAIDED PAPER RODS SHOWING SOME RARE SPECIMENS SUCH
AS THE ‘PRECIOUS WENTLETRAP
OLD INKINSCRIBED LABELS NAMING SOME ‘HARLEQUIN COWRY ‘MUSIC SHELL’ “TULIP OR RADIATED TELLER'
CIRCA1800 - 1820
SIZE: 17.5CMHIGH, 38CMWIDE, 25.5CMDEEP - 7 INS HIGH, 15 INS WIDE, 10 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

SHELL COLLECTING IN ONE FORMOR ANOTHER HAS BEEN APASSION OF MANKIND FOR CENTURIES. FEW NATURAL
OBJECTS HAVE BEEN COLLECTED FOR SO LONG OR BEEN TREASURED SO MUCH. SHELLS ARE ASSOCIATED WITH PRE-
DYNASTIC EGYPT, PRE-HISTORIC EUROPE, PRE-HISTORIC MEXICO AND NORTH AVERICAAND PRE-COLUNMBIAN
ECUADOR. THE CULT OF THE SHELL PROBABLY ORIGINATED WITH THE COWRY WHICH BECAVE USED AS CURRENCY
AND FOR PERSONAL ADORNMENT. LATER, LARGER SHELLS WERE USED AS TRUMPETS AND WERE IMPORTANT IN
INITIATION CEREMONIES AND TEMPLE WORSHIP. THE ART OF THE CLASSICAL WORLD IS STREWN WITH SCALLOP SHELLS
AND THE EARLIEST WRITINGS ON MOLLUSCS ARE THOSE OF ARISTOTLE (384 - 322 BC). FROM CICERCO'S WRITINGS (DE
ORATOIC VOL. 2, V1, P22) IT IS KNOWN THAT TWO FAMOUS ROMAN CONSULS, LAELIUS (B. 186 BC) AND SCIPIO (B. 185 BC)
FOUND RELAXATION FROMTHE CARES OF WAR AND GOVERNMENT IN COLLECTING SHELLS. PERHAPS THE FIRST LARGE
SCALE FIELD TRIP IN SEARCH OF SHELLS WAS UNDERTAKEN BY THE ROMANS AS AMLITARY EXERCISE. CALIGULA (AD 12
-41), KNOWN AS CAIUS CAESAR, MARCHED INTO GAUL IN 40 AD AND LED HIS TROOPS DOWN TO THE SEAAS IF TO
EMBARK ON AN INVASION OF BRITAIN, BUT HAVING DRAWN THEMUP IN BATTLE ARRAY, HE ORDERED THEMTO COLLECT
SHELLS WHICH HE THEN PROCLAIMED ‘THE SPOILS OF CONQUERED OCEAN’ (SUETONIUS: CALIGULAX V)



