Finch & C°

INDIAN MUGHAL AMULETIC GOLD AND TURQUOISE MOUNTED AMETHYST FOREHEAD ORNAMENT ‘TIKKA'

AN INDIAN MUGHAL AMULETIC GOLD AND TURQUOISE MOUNTED AVETHYST FOREHEAD ORNAVENT ‘TIKKA THE GEMIN
THE SHAPE OF ABANYAN LEAF CARVED WITH ABEARDED FACE PROBABLY REPRESENTING THE GOD SHIVATHE
REVERSE WITH AN OVERLAID GOLD FOLIATE SYMBOL INLAID WITH TURQUOISE
WITH SOVE WEAR TO GOLD OVERLAY
17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 2.7CMHIGH, 1.8CMWIDE - 1 INS HIGH, % INS WIDE

LITERATURE

IN HINDU PHYSIOGNOMY THE FOREHEAD IS REGARDED AS THE MOST SACRED PART OF THE BODY HOUSING THE
PSYCHIC SEAT OF ENLIGHTENMENT ‘SAHASRA CHAKRA. GEMS SUCH AS THIS, WORN WITH ACHAIN ALONG THE PARTING
OF THE HAIR AND HUNG OVER THE FOREHEAD, FUNCTIONED AS AMEDIUMBETWEEN HUMAN AND DIMNE, THE KNOWN
AND THE UNKNOWN. IN INDIAAJEWEL WAS NOT AMERE ORNAVMENT, IT WAS AMAGICAL AND AMULETIC PROTECTOR
AGAINST EVIL SPIRITS AND AGUARDIAN OF RELIGIOUS FAITH.

FLORAAND FAUNAARE AN INSEPARABLE ASPECT OF INDIAN JEWELLERY DESIGN. EVEN ORDINARY EVERYDAY FOODS
LIKE THE MANGO AND CLOVE ARE FOUND INCORPORATED TO PROPITIATE DEITIES FOR FOOD, SUSTENANCE AND GOOD
LUCK. THE LEAVES OF THE BANYAN TREE WERE FREQUENTLY EMPLOYED AS JEWELLERY. THE TREE IS ASSOCIATED
WITH LONGEVITY, PROSPERITY AND GOOD HEALTH, AND ALSO SYMBOLISES THE TRINITY: BRAHMA, VISHNU AND SHIVA
THE BANYAN TREE WAS ESPECIALLY SACRED TO WOMEN AS ASYMBOL OF FERTILITY.



