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BASE)

 
LITERATURE

APHRODITE, THE ‘FOAM BORN’ STEPS OUT OF THE SEA ONTO THE ISLAND OF CYPRUS AND AS A GODDESS OF THE CALM
SEA AND PROSPEROUS VOYAGES WAS WIDELY WORSHIPPED BY SAILORS AND FISHERMEN. AS A GODDESS OF THE

SPRING, THE GARDEN AND ITS BOUNTIES, SHE WAS WORSHIPPED IN THAT SEASON WHEN HER BIRTH OUT OF A
SEASHELL WAS CELEBRATED AT PAPHOS. AT HER MOST POWERFUL SHE WAS THE GOLDEN GODDESS OF BEAUTY AND

LOVE, OUTSHINING ALL OTHER DEITIES IN GRACE AND LOVELINESS, AND IN HER GIRDLE KEEPING ALL THE MAGIC
CHARMS THAT CAN BEWITCH THE WISEST MAN AND SUBDUE THE VERY GODS. SHE WAS A PRINCIPAL GOD OF THE TEN
NAMED BY HOMER AS IMPORTANT WHO TOGETHER WITH DEMETER AND DIONYSUS MADE UP THE ‘TWELVE GODS’ OF

GREECE.
RELIGION IN GREEK SOCIETY WAS NOT CENTRED UPON THE CHURCH. THE POWER IN RELIGIOUS MATTERS LAY WITH

THOSE WHO HAD SECULAR POWER; IN THE HOUSEHOLD WITH THE FATHER, IN EARLY COMMUNITIES WITH THE KING, IN
DEVELOPED CITY-STATES WITH THE MAGISTRATES OR EVEN WITH THE CITIZEN ASSEMBLY. AT ATHENS IT WAS A
MAGISTRATE WHO IMPERSONATED THE GOD DIONYSUS IN AN IMPORTANT RITUAL OF ‘SACRED MARRIAGE’, AND

DECISIONS ABOUT THE USE OF SACRED MONIES OR LANDS WERE TAKEN BY THE DEMOCRATIC ASSEMBLY. INDIVIDUAL
GODS HAD THEIR PRIESTS, BUT TO HOLD A PRIESTHOOD WAS A PART TIME ACTIVITY WHICH REQUIRED NO SPECIAL

TRAINING OR QUALIFICATIONS. THERE WAS NO INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK TO UNITE THE PRIESTS INTO A CLASS WITH
INTERESTS OF THEIR OWN. THE ONLY TRUE RELIGIOUS PROFESSIONALS IN GREECE WERE THE SEERS WHO WERE

IMPORTANT FIGURES BECAUSE OMENS WERE TAKEN BEFORE MANY PUBLIC ACTIVITIES.



‘RECOGNISING THE GODS’ WAS PRINCIPALLY A MATTER OF OBSERVING THEIR CULT. PIETY WAS EXPRESSED IN
BEHAVIOUR; IN ACTS OF RESPECT TOWARDS THE GODS. RELIGION WAS NOT A MATTER OF INNERNESS OR INTENSE

PRIVATE COMMUNION WITH THE GOD. RELIGION WAS NEVER PERSONAL IN THE SENSE OF A MEANS FOR THE INDIVIDUAL
TO EXPRESS HIS UNIQUE IDENTITY. RELIGION REFLECTED AND SUPPORTED THE GENERAL ETHOS OF GREEK CULTURE
AND DISCOURAGED INDIVIDUALISM, A PREOCCUPATION WITH INNER STATES AND THE BELIEF THAT INTENTIONS MATTER

MORE THAN ACTIONS; IT EMPHASISED THE SENSE OF BELONGING TO A COMMUNITY AND THE NEED FOR DUE
OBSERVANCE OF SOCIAL FORMS. NO GREEK WOULD EVER THOUGHT OF KEEPING A SPIRITUAL DIARY.

 


