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ENGLISH NORTH COUNTRY CANNEL COAL BUST OF QUEEN ELIZABETH I

AN ENGLISH NORTH COUNTRY CANNEL COAL BUST OF QUEEN ELIZABETH | ATTRIBUTED TO THE SCULPTOR ROBERT
TOVWWN OR (TOWNE) OF WIGAN
REPAIRED BREAKS AND CRACKS
SECOND HALF 18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 33CMHIGH, 18.5CMWIDE, 12CMDEEP - 13 INS HIGH, 7%2 INS WIDE, 4%, INS DEEP

LITERATURE

IN THE 19TH CENTURY MANY ARCHAEOLOGISTS WERE UNABLE TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN JET, LIGNITE, CANNEL COAL
AND SHALE. MOST BLACK GRAVE GOODS WERE LABELLED ‘JET AND MANY MUSEUMS TODAY HAVE COLLECTIONS FROM
THE BRONZE AGE IN WHICH NO DISTINCTION IS MADE BETWEEN ANY OF THESE MATERIALS. THE ANCIENT ROMANS MORE
CONFUSINGLY STILL CALLED JET ‘BLACK AVBER'.

SOMETIMES CALLED ‘CANDLE COAL’, CANNEL COAL IS ASAPROPELIC COAL COMPOSED LARGELY OF FINELY
DISINTEGRATED PLANT DEBRIS. IT WAS FORMED IN STAGNANT WATER AND IS RICH IN SPORES, RESIN BODIES AND LEAF
CUTICLE. IT DOES NOT TAKE SUCH AHIGH POLISH AS JET, BUT WHEN POLISHED THE COLOUR DARKENS AND IT CAN
THEN BE EASILY MISTAKEN FOR JET. IT HAS MORE VOLATILE HYDROCARBONS AND FRAGVENTS BURN MORE EASILY WITH
MORE FLAVE AND LESS SMOKE THAN JET. IT IS FOUND IN THE COAL MEASURES OF NEWCASTLE AND IN SCOTLAND.
LARGE PIECES HAVE BEEN USED FOR BOTH SCULPTURE AND THE VENEER OF FURNITURE. IN THE 18TH CENTURY
ROBERT TOVWWN (OR TOWNE) OF WIGAN WAS RENOWNED FOR HIS FIGURES AND BUSTS CARVED FROM CANNEL COAL
AND EXAVPLES OF HIS WORK CAN BE SEEN IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM. WIGAN COUNCIL MUSEUMHAVE AVERY SIMLAR
BUST OF HENRY Ml IN CANNEL COAL WHICH WAS MINED IN THE HAIGH AREA OF WIGAN. THE BUST OF THE TUDOR KING
WAS COMMISSIONED FROMROBERT TOWN BY THE EARL OF CRAWFORD IN 1756 FOR THE COST OF ONE GUINEA THIS
BUST OF THE QUEEN ELIZABETH | IS THOUGHT TO BELONG TO ASERIES OF BUSTS BY THE SAVE ARTIST.



