Finch & C°

PLAINS NATIVE AMERICAN UTE BEADED NATIVE TANNED BUFFALO HIDE ‘H SHAPED SADDLE BLANKET

AFINE PLAINS NATIVE AVERICAN UTE BEADED NATIVE TANNED BUFFALO HIDE ‘H' SHAPED SADDLE BLANKET SINEW
SEWN WITH ADESIGN OF EIGHT POINTED STARS COMPRISED OF COLOURED GLASS PONY BEADS THIN FRINGE FINISH
STRIPS WITH ATTACHED SMALL BRASS BELLS SLITS IN THE HIDE FOR THE GIRTH
CIRCA 1850 - 1870
SIZE: APPROX: 198CMLONG (WITH FRINGE) 61CMWIDE - 78 INS LONG (WITH FRINGE) 24 INS WIDE / 98CMHIGH - 38.5 INS
HIGH (WITH BASE)

LITERATURE

IT TOOK OVER 200 YEARS FOR THE HORSES INTRODUCED BY THE SPANISH TO SPREAD THROUGHOUT THE PLAINS. THE
MAIN CENTRES OF DIFFUSION WERE SANTAFE AND SAN ANTONIO WHERE SPANISH SETTLEMENTS AND HORSE
BREEDING FARMS OPERATED. HORSES WERE INITIALLY SPREAD MORE THROUGH TRADE THAN RAID, AS ACERTAN
AVIOUNT OF KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THEIR CARE AND SKILL IN HANDLING MUST HAVE BEEN GAINED AND PASSED ON WITH
THEM SOUTHERN PLAINS TRIBES WERE CLOSEST TO THE SOURCE OF SUPPLY AND SO GAINED EARLY CONTROL OF THE
TRADE. BETWEEN 1780 AND 1800 MOST TRIBES BECAVE MOUNTED, BUT HORSES REMAINED UNEVENLY DISTRIBUTED AS
SOME GROUPS SUCH AS THE COMANCHE, CROW AND FLATHEAD OWNED FAR MORE HORSES PER LODGE THAN OTHERS.
EVEN WITHIN ACAVP ASUCCESSFUL RAIDER MGHT OWN SEVERAL HUNDRED WHILE OTHERS HAD NONE. IN THIS
WARRIOR SOCIETY BASED ON INDIVIDUAL PRESTIGE GAINED THROUGH WAR HONOURS, RAIDING FOR HORSES WAS ONE
OF THE PRIMARY CAUSES OF INTER-TRIBAL CLASHES AS HORSES WERE THE UNIVERSALLY RECOGNISED SYMBOL OF A
MAN’S WEALTH.

HORSES FREED THE WARRIOR FROMWALKING AND CARRYING HIS OWWN BURDENS AND HE REPAID THEMWITH HIS
COMPLETE DEVOTION EXPRESSED IN LAVISH DECORATION SUCH AS THIS FINE SADDLE BLANKET. USED ON SPECIAL
OCCASIONS THE OWNER WOULD HAVE ACQUIRED STATUS THROUGH ITS DISPLAY. IN THE 1880’'S JAVES WALKER, A
PHYSICIAN WORKING ON THE PINE RIDGE RESERVATION, RECALLED THAT OVWNING ABEADED SADDLE BLANKET ‘WAS A



MARK OF DISTINCTION SIMLAR TO THE OWNERSHIP OF AHIGH PRICED AUTOMOBILE AMONG THE CITIZENS OF DENVER’
(WALKER 1982 PG. 107).



