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LITERATURE

MODERN MEDICINE IS STILL A MIXTURE OF ART, DEVELOPING THE SKILLS TO DEAL WITH PEOPLE, AND SCIENCE USING
THE LATEST TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCES TO ENHANCE THE CARE OF THE PATIENT. MEDICINE AS A PRACTICE HAS BEEN

BUILT UP OVER THE CENTURIES AND TODAY’S GENERAL MEDICAL PRACTITIONER IS THE DESCENDANT OF BOTH THE
ANCIENT GREEK DOCTOR AND TEACHER, HIPPOCRATES AND THE GREEK PRIESTS OF AESCULAPIUS. THE DOCTOR’S
ABILITY TO DIAGNOSE DISEASE STARTS WITH HIS TAKING A HISTORY FROM THE PATIENT WHICH IS A PRACTICE THAT

STEMS FROM THESE ANCIENTS AND HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH SCIENTIFIC METHOD. HIS CLINICAL DIAGNOSTIC
METHODS DO BELONG TO THE AGE OF SCIENCE, BUT ARE THE DEVELOPMENT OF SYSTEMS WORKED OUT MUCH LATER
IN THE 18TH AND 19TH CENTURIES. BY THE 20TH CENTURY THESE PROCEDURES HAD BECOME OLD FASHIONED AND
WERE SUPPLANTED BY MORE MODERN TECHNIQUES. NEW METHODS OF PATHOLOGICAL AND CHEMICAL DIAGNOSIS

HAVE ALSO EVOLVED MORE RATIONALLY AND LESS EMPIRICALLY BASED THAN THE MEDIEVAL PRACTICE OF
URINOSCOPY, BUT OCCUPYING AN EQUIVALENT POSITION IN MEDICAL SCIENCE. MEDICINE CONTINUALLY EVOLVES AND
IN DUE COURSE THE INNOVATIONS OF TODAY WILL BE THEMSELVES LARGELY SUCCEEDED. ONLY THE TREATMENT OF

THE PATIENT AND THE MANNER OF CARE WILL STILL REACH BACK THROUGH HISTORY TO THE PRACTICE OF THE
ANCIENTS.

 


