
ANCIENT ROMAN HOLLOW CAST BRONZE CHARIOT MOUNT
AN ANCIENT ROMAN HOLLOW CAST BRONZE CHARIOT MOUNT OF LARGE SIZE DEPICTING THE GODDESS VENUS SEATED
ON A CHAIR WEARING A DIADEM AND HIMATION HOLDING AN APPLE IN ONE HAND A LOCK OF HER HAIR WITH THE OTHER

THE BASE WITH A KYMATION TO THE FRONT
GREENISH RED BROWN SMOOTH PATINA

TRACES OF TIN DEPOSITS SHOWING IN THE METAL
SECOND HALF 2ND CENTURY AD

SIZE: 22CM HIGH, 6.5CM WIDE, 10.5CM DEEP - 8¾ INS HIGH, 2½ INS WIDE, 4 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

ROMAN CHARIOTEERS DID NOT APPEAR NAKED LIKE THE GREEKS, BUT WORE A SHORT TUNIC STRAPPED TIGHTLY
ROUND THE UPPER PART OF THE BODY. THEY CARRIED A CURVED KNIFE IN THE BELT IN ORDER TO CUT THE TRACES

ON THE HORSES RUNNING AWAY. THEIR HEADDRESS CONSISTED OF A LEATHER CAP RESEMBLING A HELMET.
FAVOURITE CHARIOTEERS AND HORSES WERE RECEIVED BY THE PUBLIC WITH LOUD APPLAUSE, AND IN INSCRIPTIONS

THE NAME OF THE VICTORIOUS HORSE IS FREQUENTLY MENTIONED TOGETHER WITH THAT OF THE CHARIOTEER.
CAPPADOCIA, SICILY, SPAIN AND AFRICA WERE ALL CELEBRATED FOR THEIR RACE HORSES WHOSE PEDIGREE, AGE AND

NAMES WERE METICULOUSLY RECORDED.
IN THE BEGINNING CHARIOTEERS WERE FREE CITIZENS, BUT OVER TIME THE OCCUPATION, ALTHOUGH NEVER

CONSIDERED DISHONOURABLE LIKE THAT OF THE GLADIATOR, CAME TO BE REGARDED AS UNWORTHY OF A FREE
ROMAN. IT WAS THEREFORE LEFT TO BE TAKEN UP BY MOSTLY SLAVES AND FREEDMEN WHO PREVIOUS TO APPEARING

IN PUBLIC WERE TRAINED AT SPECIAL SCHOOLS. THESE WERE COMPRISED OF A COMPLETE STAFF OF CHARIOT MAKERS,
TAILORS, SHOEMAKERS, SURGEONS AND TEACHERS, AND WERE KEPT BY ONE OR SEVERAL OWNERS ‘DOMINI

FACTIONUM’ WHO WOULD LET OUT BOTH THE CHARIOTS AND THE CHARIOTEERS TO THE HIGHEST BIDDERS OF THE
PARTIES IN CONTROL OF THE CIRCUS. VICTORIOUS CHARIOTEERS RECEIVED SILVER CROWNS, VALUABLE GARMENTS



AND MONEY, AND THE SUCCESSFUL ONES AMONGST THEM FREQUENTLY MADE LARGE FORTUNES AND BECAME ‘DOMINI
FACTIONUM’ ON THEIR OWN ACCOUNT.

 


