Finch & C°

ARABIAN BEDOUIN LEATHER TRAINING AND CALMING HOOD

ARARE ARABIAN BEDOUIN LEATHER TRAINING AND CALMING HOOD FOR AN IMPERIAL EAGLE OR PEREGRINE FALCON
TOGETHER WITH AGAUNTLET INSET WITH AWOODEN PERCH RAIL AND EMBROIDERED WITH ASCENE OF AFALCONER
ON HORSEBACK FLYING TWO BIRDS
19TH CENTURY
SIZES: APPROX: 14CMHIGH - 572 INS HIGH (WITH PLUME) GLOVE: 18CMWIDE, 33.5CMLONG - 7 INS WIDE, 13%4INS LONG

LITERATURE

FOR MORE THAN 500 YEARS FALCONRY HAS BEEN IMVENSELY POPULAR ACROSS EUROPE, ASIAAND THE ARAB WORLD.
SINCE PRE-ISLAMIC TIVES ARABIAAND THE MIDDLE EAST HAS HAD APROUD TRADITION OF FLYING HAWKS, INCLUDING
SAKERS, LANNERS AND PEREGRINES, AND OF FLYING IMPERIAL EAGLES. FROMMOROCCO TO PAKISTAN FALCONERS,
PRINCES AND SHEIKHS CAVE TOGETHER AT HUNTING CAMPS TO SHARE THEIR EXPERIENCES AND TECHNIQUES FOR
TRAPPING AND TRAINING HAWKS AND FOR FLYING THEMAT QUARRY. WHETHER THE HAWKING PARTY INVOLVED A
HANDFUL OR HUNDREDS OF MEN, THEY SAT AROUND THE CAVPFIRE TO DISCUSS THEIR SPORT AND PREPARE THEIR
BIRDS FOR THE NEXT DAY OF HUNTING.

ARAB FALCONERS TRAN THEIR BIRDS TO BE SUCCESSFUL HUNTERS OF THEIR CHOSEN QUARRY USING TRADITIONAL
HOODING TECHNIQUES AND THIS HOOD WAS USED TO CALMNEWLY CAPTURED WILD FALCONS OR EAGLES AND TO
ACQUAINT THE BIRDS WITH THE USE OF AHOOD. IN THE HEAT OF THE DESERT THE SIDE OF THE GAUNTLET IS LEFT
OPEN FOR MORE COMFORT. EAGLES ARE FAST, HAVE BIG CLAWS AND CRUSH THEIR PREY SO THE GAUNTLET HAS TO
COVER THE LOWER ARMAND HAS AN INBUILT WOODEN PERCH, USED WHEN CARRYING THE BIRD ON HORSEBACK, TO
PROTECT THE FALCONER AGAINST THE NATURAL INSTINCT OF THE EAGLE TO GRIP HARD.

TAMING AND TRAINING AN EAGLE OR FALCON IS ASERIOUS AND SKILLED BUSINESS. EVERY AUTUMN FALCONERS BRING
NEW BIRDS TO THEIR ARABIAN SHEIKHS AND PRINCES. IN LONG MEETINGS THE QUALITY AND CONDITION OF EACH BIRD
IS ASSESSED, APPRAISED AND CAREFULLY MEASURED. IN BOTH ARAB AND WESTERN FALCONRY FREE-FLYING EAGLES



AND FALCONS ARE TRAINED TORETURN TO ALURE, BUT WHEN IN PAST TIMES THE ONLY LIGHTS IN THE DESERT WERE
CAVPFIRES THE BEDOUIN FALCONER MADE SURE HE ONLY EVER FED HIS BIRD RIGHT NEXT TO THE FIRE. IF EVER THIS
BIRD BECAME LOST DURING HUNTING EXPEDITIONS SHE FLEW BACK, EVEN AT NIGHT, TO THE HUGE FIRE HER ANXIOUS
FALCONER BUILT AS ABEACON FOR HER RETURN. TRADITIONALLY, EVERY SPRING HER KEEPER RELEASED HER IN THE
HEJAZ MOUNTAINS SO SHE COULD BREED AND EVERY OCTOBER HE RETURNED TO THE MOUNTAINS, BUILT ABIG FIRE
AND RE-TRAPPED HER.



