
ANCIENT PREHISTORIC NATIVE AMERICAN HOPEWELL CULTURE CARVED STEATITE EFFIGY PIPE HEAD
A RARE ANCIENT PREHISTORIC NATIVE AMERICAN HOPEWELL CULTURE CARVED STEATITE EFFIGY PIPE HEAD IN THE

FORM OF A HAWK
INSCRIBED ‘BIRD HEAD PIPE COOPER MIGH’

100 - 400 AD
SIZE: 7CM HIGH, 6CM WIDE, 3CM DEEP - 2¾ INS HIGH, 2¼ INS WIDE, 1¼ INS DEEP / 11CM HIGH - 4¼ INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

THE HOPEWELL CULTURE WAS CHARACTERISED BY THE USE OF MOUNDS AND EARTHWORK ENCLOSURES FOR BURIAL
AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE HAS ESTABLISHED TRACES OF THE CULTURE IN MICHIGAN AS WELL AS OHIO, ILLINOIS

AND IOWA. THE EFFIGY TOBACCO PIPES OF THE HOPEWELL MOUND BUILDING CULTURE ARE AMONGST THE FINEST
EXAMPLES OF STONE AGE ART, SO WELL SCULPTED THAT THE PARTICULAR SPECIES OF BIRD OR ANIMAL IS IMMEDIATELY
RECOGNISABLE. SOME OF THEM, SUCH AS THIS ONE ONCE HAD, HAVE EYES SET WITH POINTS OF COPPER OR PEARLS.

THE LARGE STONE PIPES WERE RESERVED FOR CEREMONIAL USE, AND HAVE BEEN FOUND AS SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS
IN GRAVE CONTEXTS, SOMETIMES PLACED ABOVE A BURIAL TO ACT AS GUARDIAN SPIRITS.

THE CEREMONIAL BURNING OR SMOKING OF TOBACCO WAS A SACRIFICE TO THE GODS IN THE SAME MANNER AS
INCENSE. SHAMAN WOULD SMOKE TOBACCO IN PREPARATION FOR RECEIVING ORACLES AND MESSAGES FROM THE
SPIRIT WORLD. THE PIPE BOWL WAS REGARDED AS A MINIATURE ALTAR ON WHICH TOBACCO WAS OFFERED TO THE

HEAVENS OR CEREMONIALLY IN HONOUR OF IMPORTANT GUESTS. THE ANIMALS AND BIRDS CARVED UPON THE PIPES
REPRESENTED THE SYMBOL OF A SPIRIT PERSONAL TO AN INDIVIDUAL, FAMILY OR CLAN, THAT PARTICULAR SPIRIT

PROVIDING PROTECTION THROUGHOUT LIFE. HAWKS WERE A FAVOURITE BIRD, AND IN MORE RECENT HISTORY IT WAS
COMMON PRACTICE AMONG THE NATIVE AMERICANS TO CAPTURE AND TAME HAWKS AND EAGLES.

 


