Finch & C°

ROMANO-BRITISH VOTIVE BRONZE AGURE OF TYCHE-FORTUNA

AROMANO-BRITISH VOTIVE BRONZE FIGURE OF TYCHE-FORTUNAROBED IN ALONG FLOWING TUNIC AND MANTLE
HOLDING AFLAMING TORCH AND SPRIGS OF RIPE WHEAT
1ST-2ND CENTURY AD
SIZE: 9CMHIGH - 32 INS HIGH

LITERATURE

WORSHIPPED AS ABRINGER OF GOOD THINGS, FORTUNAWAS IDENTIFIED BY THE ROMANS WITH THE GREEK GODDESS
OF LUCK, TYCHE ‘CHILD OF ZEUS THE DELIVERER'. THE GREEKS BELIEVED THAT TYCHE WORKED OBSCURELY, LIFTING
UP ONE MAN AND PUSHING DOVWN ANOTHER; SHE WAS CHANCE PERSONIFIED. IN ITALY, FORTUNAWAS ORIGINALLY THE
BRINGER OF INCREASE, THE LUCK OF GOOD CROPS AND PLENTIFUL FLOCKS. GRADUALLY HER CULT ASSUMED AMUCH
WIDER ROLE, PERHAPS BECAUSE LUCK IS NO RESPECTER OF PERSONS. IN FACT HER FESTIVAL HELD EVERY JUNE WAS
ONE OF THE FEW IN ANCIENT ROME IN WHICH SLAVES COULD ATTEND TOGETHER WITH FREE PERSONS. NORMALLY
SLAVES OR PRISONERS WERE CONSIDERED TO POLLUTE ANY RELIGIOUS CEREMONY AT WHICH THEY HAPPENED TO BE
PRESENT, SO THAT ELABORATE PRECAUTIONS WERE TAKEN TO EXCLUDE THEM BEFORE PROCEEDINGS BEGAN.
IMMENSELY POPULAR THE CULT OF FORTUNA SURMVED INTO THE MDDLE AGES AS FORTUNE'S WHEEL.



