Finch & C°

ANCIENT CYPRO-CLASSICAL/HELLENISTIC CARVED LIMESTONE HEAD

AFINE ANCIENT CYPRO-CLASSICAL/HELLENISTIC CARVED LIMESTONE HEAD AND SHOULDERS OF AN ATHLETE WEARING
AFILLET
TRACES OF RED POLYCHROME TO THE FILLET
4TH - 3RD CENTURIES BC
SIZE: 26CMHIGH, 21CMWDE, 15CMDEEP - 10%4 INS HIGH, 874 INS WIDE, 6 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

ALTHOUGH CYPRUS WAS LIBERATED FROM THE PERSIANS BY ALEXANDER THE GREAT IN 333BC THE ISLAND DID NOT
ENJOY ALONG PERIOD OF FREEDOM AFTER THE DEATH OF ALEXANDER IN 323BC HIS SUCCESSORS QUARRELLED AND
CYPRIOT RULERS BECAVE ENTANGLED IN ANTAGONISMS, SOVETIMES WITH TRAGIC EFFECTS SUCH AS THE
ANNIHILATION OF THE ROYAL FAMLY OF SALAMIS IN 311BC. IN 300BC THE PTOLEMYS FINALLY BECAVE RULERS OF
CYPRUS AND ALEXANDRIA THEY INTRODUCED THE POLITICAL AND CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS OF THE HELLENISTIC
WORLD TO THE ISLAND, RULING CYPRUS FROMALEXANDRIA THROUGH HIGH OFFICIALS WHO RESIDED IN PAPHOS,
WHERE THE CAPITAL HAD BEEN TRANSFERRED BECAUSE IT WAS EASILY ACCESSIBLE FROMALEXANDRIA THEY
ABOLISHED THE INDEPENDENT KINGDOMS OF CYPRUS AND ESTABLISHED AUNIFIED RULE AND ASINGLE CURRENCY.
THE GREEK ALPHABET, WHICH HAD BEEN INTRODUCED TO THE ISLAND IN THE CLASSICAL PERIOD, BUT EXISTED
ALONGSIDE THE SYLLABIC SCRIPT, WAS NOW DOMINANT THROUGHOUT THE ISLAND.

AT THE BEGINNING OF PTOLEMAIC RULE MACEDONIAN ELEMENTS WERE STILL EVIDENT IN CYPRIOT ART, BUT THE
IMPORTATION OF BRONZE AND MARBLE SCULPTURE FROMTHE AEGEAN, AND THE EASE WITH WHICH ARTISTS AND
SCULPTORS COULD TRAVEL EVENTUALLY BEGAN TO UNDERMNE THE OLD TRADITIONS OF CYPRIOT LIMESTONE
SCULPTURE.

THESE BEARDLESS YOUTHFUL MALE HEADS WERE PRODUCED ON THE ISLAND OF CYPRUS FOR SETTING UP BY
WORSHIPPERS IN SANCTUARY ENCLOSURES.






