
NATIVE AMERICAN EASTERN PLAINS DAKOTA SIOUX ENGRAVED RED CATLINITE PIPE BOWL
A NATIVE AMERICAN EASTERN PLAINS DAKOTA SIOUX ENGRAVED RED CATLINITE PIPE BOWL IN THE FORM OF A STYLISED

HORSES HEAD ITS OPEN TOOTHED MOUTH PROVIDING THE TOBACCO BOWL MARKED TO THE MANE ‘W.O.R.’
SMOOTH POLISHED PATINA WITH BLACK TOBACCO SMOKE STAINED BOWL AND STEM

SMALL CHIP TO INSIDE OF BOWL
CIRCA 1850 - 1880

SIZE: 7CM HIGH, 10.5CM WIDE, 3CM DEEP - 2¾ INS HIGH, 4 INS WIDE, 1 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THE TOBACCO SMOKED BY THE NATIVE AMERICANS IN THE 19TH CENTURY WAS ‘NICOTIANA RUSTICA’ WHICH PRODUCES
A HEIGHTENED STATE OF AWARENESS AND HAS A HALLUCINOGENIC EFFECT. THE SMOKER IN A TRANSCENDENT STATE
WOULD THEREFORE COME INTO CLOSE ASSOCIATION WITH THE ANIMAL SCULPTED ON THE PIPE. EACH ANIMAL SERVED
AS A SPIRIT GUIDE OR TOTEM AND WOULD AFFORD PROTECTION TO THE PERSON SMOKING. PIPES WERE ALSO SMOKED
COMMUNALLY, AND PASSED FROM PERSON TO PERSON THE RITUAL BECAME A SPIRITUAL ACT, A WAY OF UNIFYING THE

MIND OF THE COMMUNITY AND OF SENDING A POWERFUL PRAYER OR MESSAGE TO THE GREATER UNIVERSE, THE
CREATOR AND ANCESTORS WHO COULD INTERCEDE ON THE TRIBE’S BEHALF.

CATLINITE IS A SOFT RED CLAY OR SLATE NAMED FOR THE FAMOUS AMERICAN PAINTER AND RECORDER OF INDIAN LIFE,
GEORGE CATLIN (1796 - 1872). THE MAIN SOURCE WAS A QUARRY AT PIPESTONE, MINNESOTA AND THE STONE WAS

WIDELY TRADED THROUGHOUT THE PLAINS. THE QUARRY IS NOW A NATIONAL MONUMENT.

 


