
ANCIENT GREEK EXPRESSIVE MINIATURE TERRACOTTA HEAD OF A PRIEST OF SERAPIS
AN ANCIENT GREEK EXPRESSIVE MINIATURE TERRACOTTA HEAD OF A PRIEST OF SERAPIS WEARING A DIADEM

3RD CENTURY BC 
SIZE: 4CM HIGH, 2.5CM WIDE, 3CM DEEP - 1½ INS HIGH, 1 INS WIDE, 1¼ INS DEEP / 10.5CM HIGH - 4¼ INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

THE WORSHIP OF SERAPIS WAS DEVELOPED IN THE TIME OF THE PTOLEMIES IN ALEXANDRIA. THE CONCEPTION OF THE
GOD WAS WIDELY EXTENDED TO INCLUDE THE EGYPTIANS OSIRIS, THE GREEK PLUTO, GOD OF HEALING ASCLEPIUS AND

ZEUS-JUPITER. THIS NEW WORSHIP TOGETHER WITH THE CULT OF ISIS RAPIDLY SPREAD FROM EGYPT OVER THE
ASIATIC COAST, THE GREEK ISLANDS AND GREECE ITSELF, AND FOUND A FIRM FOOTING EVEN IN ROME AND ITALY IN

SPITE OF REPEATED INTERFERENCE ON THE PART OF THE STATE. UNDER THE EMPIRE, PARTICULARLY IN THE TIME OF
HADRIAN, IT EXTENDED THROUGHOUT THE ROMAN WORLD. SERAPIS WAS ESPECIALLY WORSHIPPED AS A GOD OF

HEALING AND HIS TEMPLES WERE CONNECTED WITH DREAM ORACLES WHICH WERE MUCH SOUGHT AFTER.

 


