Finch & C°

AUSTRALIAN NORTHEAST QUEENSLAND ABORIGINAL RAINFOREST SWORD CLUB

ARARE LARGE AUSTRALIAN NORTHEAST QUEENSLAND ABORIGINAL RAINFOREST SWORD CLUB
19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 143CMLONG, 10CMWIDE - 567 INS LONG, 4 INS WIDE

LITERATURE



SWORD CLUBS USED FOR FIGHTING WITH INTENT TOKILL OR MAIMOPPONENTS ORIGINATED IN THE CARDWELL AND
BLOOMFIELD AREAS OF NORTH QUEENSLAND. ROTH NOTED IN 1910 (MOL 11 210 PL. LXI FIG 16) THAT CLUBS OF THIS TYPE
WERE MADE ON THE BLOOMFIELD RIVER AND WERE ‘ALWAYS USED WITH ONE HAND STRETCHED OVER THE SHOULDER,

THE WEAPON HANGING BEHIND THE BACK AND BROUGHT FORWARD FROM ABOVE DOVWN WITH AMORE OR LESS
SUDDEN JERK; WELL DIRECTED, ABLOW FROMIT CAN SPLIT AMAN'S SKULL'.
IN 1875 MACLEAY'S SHIP, THE ‘CHEVERT ANCHORED OFF CAPE GRENVILLE IN THE FAR NORTH OF QUEENSLAND. THE
LOCAL ABORIGINAL PEOPLE, THE ‘WUTHATHI' HELPED TO RENEW THE SHIPS WATER SUPPLIES IN RETURN FOR FOOD
AND EUROPEAN TRADE GOODS, WITH TOBACCO BEING REGARDED AS THE MOST IMPORTANT ITEMOF TRADE. FOR SIX
DAYS THE SHIP REMAINED AT THE CAPE WHILST MACLEAY'S ZOOLOGISTS ASSISTED BY LOCAL TRIBESMEN COLLECTED
SPECIMENS OF THE LOCAL INDIGENOUS FAUNAAND FLORA, AND VARIOUS ETHNOGRAPHICAL ARTEFACTS. IN AUGUST
1882 J.A BOYD BOUGHT ASHIELD AND A SPEAR FOR HALF APOUND OF TOBACCO, TWELVE SHILLINGS AND EIGHT PENCE.



