
SOUTH PACIFIC POLYNESIAN SOCIETY ISLANDS BONITO FISHING HOOK
A SOUTH PACIFIC POLYNESIAN SOCIETY ISLANDS BONITO FISHING HOOK WITH A SHAPED SHANK OF MOTHER OF PEARL

WITH ATTACHED MOTHER OF PEARL HOOK BOUND WITH A DOUBLE HACKLE A LEADER OF WOVEN PLANT FIBRE
ATTACHED TO A LENGTH OF LINE

19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 18CM HIGH - 7 IN HIGH / 30CM HIGH - 11¾ INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

THE BONITO WAS HUNTED FROM CANOES WITH A LONG BAMBOO ROD DURING A NINE MONTH PERIOD FROM OCTOBER
TO JUNE. C.H. NORDOFF IN HIS ‘NOTES ON THE OFFSHORE FISHING OF THE SOCIETY ISLANDS’ (JOURNAL OF THE
POLYNESIAN SOCIETY VOL. 399, NO’S 2 & 3) COMMENTS THAT AFTER 8 YEARS OF FISHING WITH THE NATIVES HE IS

CONVINCED THAT THE BONITO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN THE VARIOUS SHADINGS OF THE SHANK COLOURS AND CAN
REACT TO THEM. FOR THIS REASON THE FISHERMAN GENERALLY CARRIES A DOZEN HOOKS WITH HIM AND SELECTS THE

APPROPRIATE ONE ACCORDING TO WEATHER CONDITIONS AND THE TIME OF DAY ‘THERE WILL BE ONE AT WHICH THE
FISH WILL STRIKE FREELY; YET ALL TWELVE HAVE BEEN CHOSEN BY AN EXPERT FISHERMAN’. HE ALSO NOTES THAT OLD
SUCCESSFUL BONITO HOOKS WERE PRIZED NOT JUST FOR THEIR UTILITARIAN VALUE, BUT BECAUSE IN THE COURSE OF

MANY YEARS OF CATCHING COUNTLESS NUMBERS OF FISH THEY HAD ACQUIRED ENORMOUS AND POWERFUL ‘MANA’.

 


