
JAPANESE CARVED WALRUS IVORY OKIMONO OF A HUMAN SKULL
A LARGE JAPANESE CARVED WALRUS IVORY OKIMONO OF A HUMAN SKULL SURMOUNTED BY A SNAIL A TOAD AND A

SNAKE ‘MEMENTO MORI’
THE EYES INLAID WITH HORN

SIGNED
MEIJI PERIOD CIRCA 1900

SIZE: 6.5CM HIGH, 7CM DEEP, 5CM WIDE - 2½ INS HIGH, 2¾ INS DEEP, 2 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

IN JAPAN THERE IS A PROVERB CALLED THE ‘SAN SAKUMI’ WHICH OBSERVES; THE SNAKE EATS THE TOAD, THE TOAD
EATS THE SNAIL, BUT THE SLIME OF THE SNAIL MEANS THE DEATH TO THE SNAKE. TOADS ARE ALWAYS ASSOCIATED WITH

GAMA SENNIN WHOSE SPIRIT IS SAID TO HAVE ENTERED A TOAD, HENCE HIS NAME ‘GAMA’. ALWAYS CARING FOR THE
TOAD HE IS BELIEVED TO HAVE INVENTED AN ELIXIR TO PROLONG LIFE WHICH HE PERIODICALLY ADMINISTERED TO HIS

TOAD.
BUDDHISTS, AS WELL AS CHRISTIANS, USE THE SYMBOL OF THE SKULL AS A VANITAS OR ‘MEMENTO MORI’, A WARNING

THAT IN THE END ALL PHYSICAL BEAUTY DETERIORATES INTO A SKELETON. IT IS WISE THEREFORE NOT TO BE VAIN, BUT
TO CONCENTRATE ON SPIRITUALITY.

 


