
ANCIENT SARDINIAN NURAGIC SOLID CAST FIGURE OF AN ARCHER
A RARE ANCIENT SARDINIAN NURAGIC SOLID CAST FIGURE OF AN ARCHER HOLDING HIS BOW OVER HIS SHOULDER

WEARING A LEATHER CAP WITH A LONG PLUME
10TH - 7TH CENTURY BC

SIZE: 6.5CM HIGH, 3CM WIDE, 6.5CM DEEP - 2½ INS HIGH, 1 INS WIDE, 2½ INS DEEP / 15CM HIGH - 6 INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

SARDINIA IS THE SECOND LARGEST ISLAND IN THE MEDITERRANEAN WHERE THE NURAGIC CIVILISATION DEVELOPED IN
THE 18TH CENTURY BC TO THE 2ND CENTURY AD. THE NAME COMES FROM THE CHARACTERISTIC FORTRESS OR TOWER

LIKE CONSTRUCTIONS, SEVEN THOUSAND OF WHICH STILL DOT THE LANDSCAPE AND HAVE BECOME SYMBOLIC OF
SARDINIA. THE NURAGIC CIVILISATION WAS BASED ON CLANS EACH LED BY A CHIEF WHO LIVED IN THE COMPLEX

NURAGHE TOWER WHILST THE PEOPLE LIVED IN VILLAGE COMMUNITIES IN STRAW THATCHED ROUND HOUSES. THEY
TRADED WIDELY AND HAD LINKS WITH THE MYCENAEANS, SPAIN, ITALY, CYPRUS AND THE LEBANON USING EFFICIENTLY
BUILT SHIPS OF UP TO 15 METRES IN LENGTH. IT IS NOW BELIEVED THAT THEY WERE THE FIRST BRONZE AGE PEOPLE TO

PRACTISE VITICULTURE IN THE WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN.
SARDINIA WAS RICH IN METALS WHICH WERE MINED AND USED TO MAKE BRONZE WEAPONS AND STATUETTES BY THE

LOST WAX TECHNIQUE. THESE HAVE BEEN DISCOVERED IN VARIOUS SITES ON SARDINIA AS WELL AS IN THE GREEK
COLONY OF CROTONE. NURAGHE BRONZES PORTRAY THE FIGURES OF CHIEF-KINGS, ARTISANS, MUSICIANS,

WRESTLERS AND FIGHTING WARRIORS. THEIR WARLIKE SOCIETY HAD PRECISE MILITARY DIVISIONS THAT INCLUDED
ARCHERS AND INFANTRY MEN, ALL OF WHOM WORSHIPPED MYTHOLOGICAL HEROES BY THE NAMES OF SARDUS, IOLAOS

AND ARISTEUS WHO HAD BEEN IMPORTANT MILITARY LEADERS. THE TROOPS WORE DIFFERENT UNIFORMS DENOTING
THE CLAN OR MILITARY UNIT THAT THEY BELONGED TO. THEIR HAIR WAS CUT VERY SHORT AND OFTEN COVERED BY A

LEATHER CAP SUCH AS THIS FIGURE WEARS. THESE BRONZES WERE VOTIVE DEDICATIONS REPRESENTING
ARISTOCRATIC WARRIORS AND HUNTERS WITH THE SHARED CHARACTERISTICS OF A SQUARE POUCH OVER THEIR



CHESTS, HELMETS OR CAPS ON THEIR HEADS AND THEIR RIGHT HAND EXTENDED FORWARD IN A GESTURE OF
OFFERING.

 


