
ANCIENT GREEK MINIATURE BRONZE JUG
AN ANCIENT GREEK MINIATURE BRONZE JUG WITH CHANNELLED SPOUT USED FOR SCENTED AND PERFUMED OILS

SMOOTH DARK GREEN PATINA
6TH - 5TH CENTURY BC

SIZE: 3.5CM HIGH, 3CM DIA. - 1½ INS HIGH, 1¼ INS DIA. / 5CM HIGH - 2 INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

OIL WAS EXTENSIVELY USED IN ANCIENT TIMES. APART FROM IN FOOD AND FOR BURNING IN LAMPS, IT SERVED TO
ANOINT THE BODY AFTER BATHING AND IN THE ‘PALAESTRA’, OR WRESTLING SCHOOL. GREEK ATHLETES RUBBED THEIR

BODIES WITH OIL AND PUMICE BEFORE CONTESTS AND THEN REMOVED THE DUST AND SWEAT FROM THE BODY WITH
THE AID OF A CURVED BRONZE SCRAPER CALLED A ‘STRIGIL’.

THE MOST USED WAS OLIVE OIL WITH THE BEST COMING FROM THE GREEK STATE OF ATTICA WHERE THE OLIVE TREE
WAS CONSIDERED A GIFT OF ATHENA. SCENTED OILS WERE MADE FOR PERFUMING THE DRESS, BATH WATER, AND FOR

MASSAGING INTO THE SKIN, WHILST POMADES WERE MADE FOR THE HAIR AND BEARD. COLD OR HOT PRESSED OILS
FROM OLIVES OR NUTS SUCH AS ALMONDS, WERE MIXED WITH SCENTED FLOWERS, GRASSES AND OTHER HERBAL

AROMATICS AND THEN PRESERVED IN VESSELS OF STONE, ALABASTER OR BRONZE.

 


