
FRENCH CARVED IVORY PORTRAIT RELIEF OF JACQUES-HENRI BERNADIN DE SAINT-PIERRE
A FRENCH CARVED IVORY PORTRAIT RELIEF OF JACQUES-HENRI BERNADIN DE SAINT-PIERRE (1737 - 1814)
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LITERATURE

JACQUES-HENRI BERNADIN DE SAINT-PIERRE WAS A LEADING FIGURE IN THE FRENCH ENLIGHTENMENT. AN AUTHOR
AND BOTANIST, HE TRAVELLED WIDELY THROUGH RUSSIA, POLAND, AUSTRIA AND MAURITIUS. HE IS BEST KNOWN TODAY

FOR HIS POPULAR CHILDREN'S BOOK ‘PAUL ET VIRGINIE’.
AT THE AGE OF TWELVE HE READ ROBINSON CRUSOE AND SUBSEQUENTLY TRAVELLED WITH HIS UNCLE, A SEA

CAPTAIN, TO THE WEST INDIES. EDUCATED AS AN ENGINEER, HE LATER JOINED THE FRENCH ARMY AND WAS INVOLVED
IN THE SEVEN YEARS WAR AGAINST PRUSSIA AND ENGLAND. IN 1768 HE WENT TO MAURITIUS AND STUDIED THE BOTANY

OF THE ISLAND. IN 1771 HE MET AND BECAME A PUPIL AND FRIEND OF JEAN JACQUES ROUSSEAU. TOGETHER THEY
STUDIED THE FLORA OF THE ENVIRONS OF PARIS. IN 1795 HE WAS ELECTED TO THE INSTITUT DE FRANCE AND BECAME

MANAGER OF THE BOTANICAL GARDENS. HE ALSO BECAME A DIRECTOR OF THE ZOO SITUATED IN THE JARDIN DES
PLANTES AND FORMULATED HIS IDEAS ON VEGETARIANISM. HE MAINTAINED THAT A CARNIVOROUS ANIMAL IN DEVOURING

ITS PREY ALIVE COMMITTED A SIN AGAINST THE LAWS OF ITS OWN NATURE. HE BECAME A PASSIONATE ADVOCATE, AND
EARLY PIONEER AND PRACTITIONER OF VEGETARIANISM. BOTH THE PHILOSOPHER VOLTAIRE, AND HIS MENTOR

ROUSSEAU INFLUENCED HIS THOUGHTS AND WRITINGS. IN 1803 HE WAS MADE A MEMBER OF THE ACADÉMIE
FRANÍ§AISE. HE DIED AGED 77 IN 1814 HAVING LIVED THROUGH BOTH THE FRENCH REVOLUTION AND THE NAPOLEONIC

ERA.

 


