
TWO RARE ANCIENT ETRUSCAN LARGE VOTIVE AMBER BEADS
TWO RARE ANCIENT ETRUSCAN LARGE VOTIVE AMBER BEADS 

ONE CARVED WITH THE ARCHAIC FACE OF THE GODDESS CORE OR PERSEPHONE 
THE OTHER OF BICONICAL OBLATE DISC SHAPE

CIRCA 600 - 500BC
SIZES: 

A: 4.5CM DIA, 2CM DEEP - 1¾ INS DIA., ¾ INS DEEP / 6.5CM HIGH - 2½ INS HIGH (ON BASE)
B: 3CM HIGH, 3CM WIDE, 2.5CM DEEP - 1¼ INS HIGH, 1¼ WIDE, 1 INS DEEP / 9.5CM HIGH - 3¾ INS HIGH (ON BASE) 

NOTE: B: NOW SOLD

 
LITERATURE

AMBER WAS IMPORTED FROM THE BALTIC BY THE ANCIENT ETRUSCANS AND REGARDED AS A LUXURY ITEM OF HIGH
STATUS. PRIZED FOR ITS COLOUR, IT ALSO HAD A SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE AS IT WAS POSSESSED OF ELECTRICAL

PROPERTIES. WHEN RUBBED AMBER DEVELOPS A NEGATIVE ELECTRICAL STATIC ENABLING IT TO PICK UP FIBRES OR
LINT AND THIS PHENOMENON WAS OBSERVED BY PLATO AND ARISTOTLE DURING THE 4TH CENTURY BC. INDEED OUR

WORD ‘ELECTRICITY’ COMES FROM ‘ELEKTRON’, THE GREEK NAME FOR AMBER. AMBER’S ELECTRICAL PROPERTIES AND
ITS GOLDEN SUN-LIKE COLOUR UNDERLIE THE AMULETIC AND CURATIVE PROPERTIES ASCRIBED TO IT.

 


