
TWO GERMAN FINELY CARVED BOXWOOD PORTRAIT RELIEFS OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL
TWO GERMAN FINELY CARVED BOXWOOD PORTRAIT RELIEFS OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL

IN EBONY FRAMES WITH OLD LABELS TO REVERSE AND INVENTORY NO’S. 1217
MID 17TH CENTURY

SIZE: 14CM HIGH, 12CM WIDE - 5½ INS HIGH, 4¾ INS WIDE 
17CM HIGH, 15.5CM WIDE (FRAME) - 6¾ INS HIGH, 6¼ INS WIDE (FRAME)

 
LITERATURE

THE POWER TO DECLARE SAINTHOOD DERIVES FROM CHRIST’S COMMISSION TO ST PETER: ‘I WILL GIVE YOU THE KEYS
OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN; WHATEVER YOU BIND ON EARTH WILL BE BOUND IN HEAVEN, AND WHATEVER YOU LOOSE
ON EARTH WILL BE LOOSED IN HEAVEN’ (MATTHEW 16:18) SAINTS HAVE AN ANCIENT ROLE AS INTERCESSORS BETWEEN
GOD AND MAN. AS GOD COULD SEEM TOO AWESOME TO BE APPROACHABLE THE PRAYERFUL COULD ASK THE SAINTS IN
HEAVEN TO INTERCEDE FOR THEM WITH GOD. THEY ARE THEREFORE NOT PRAYED TO, BUT ASKED TO PRAY TO GOD ON
BEHALF OF THE DEVOUT FOLLOWER. ‘CHRISTIAN’ NAMES WERE ORIGINALLY TAKEN FROM THOSE OF THE SAINTS IN THE

HOPE THAT THE NAMESAKE SAINT WOULD THEN WATCH OVER THE CHILD.
ST PAUL WAS EXECUTED IN ROME DURING THE PERSECUTION OF THE EMPEROR NERO ON THE SAME DAY AS ST PETER,

THE 29TH OF JUNE, AND THEY SHARE THIS AS THEIR FEAST DAY. PETER WAS CRUCIFIED UPON AN INVERTED CROSS,
WHEREAS PAUL AS A ROMAN CITIZEN WAS ENTITLED TO BE EXECUTED BY BEHEADING WITH A SWORD, THE SWORD

BECOMING HIS MAJOR ATTRIBUTE.

 


