
ANCIENT ROMANO-BRITISH BRONZE VOTIVE FIGURES
TWO ANCIENT ROMANO-BRITISH BRONZE VOTIVE FIGURES OF THE HERO HERACLES / HERCULES

SMOOTH BROWN PATINA 
2ND - 3RD CENTURY AD

SIZES: A: 9.5CM HIGH - 3¾ INS HIGH / 14CM HIGH - 5½ INS HIGH (WITH BASE) 
B: 8.5CM HIGH - 3¼ INS HIGH / 13.5CM HIGH - 5¼ INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

HERACLES WAS A POPULAR FIGURE WITH THE ANCIENT GREEKS, WHO HAD A CONSPICUOUS PREDILECTION FOR SEMI-
DIVINE HEROES. HE WAS THE GREATEST OF THE HEROES IN GREEK MYTHOLOGY AND OF ALL HIS MYTHICAL

CONTEMPORARIES: PERSEUS, THESEUS, JASON OR ASCLEPIUS, HE BECAME THE CLOSEST TO FULL DIVINE HONOURS.
UNUSUALLY HE HAD NO GRAVE AND SO HIS REMAINS DID NOT BELONG TO ANY ONE CITY OR STATE, FROM THE FUNERAL

PYRE HE TRANSLATED DIRECTLY TO MOUNT OLYMPUS. WITHOUT HESITATION THE ROMANS LATER ADOPTED HIM AS
HERCULES, THE POWERFUL GOD OF PHYSICAL STRENGTH WHO WAS ESPECIALLY WORSHIPPED BY THE ROMAN

LEGIONS.

 


