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COLLECTION OF THREE KAYAN AND KENYAH DYAK EAST KALIMANTAN INDONESIA MENS EARRINGS

ACOLLECTION OF THREE KAYAN AND KENYAH DYAK EAST KALIMANTAN INDONESIAMENS EARRINGS CARVED IN RELIEF
FROM THE BEAK CREST OF ARHINOCEROS HORNBILL (BUCEROS RHINOCEROS)
A
AN EARRING CARVED IN THE ROUND WITH ADOUBLE HEADED DRAGON OR ‘ASO’ APOWERFUL MYTHOLOGICAL
PROTECTIVE FORCE WORN BY HEADHUNTERS
B.
APLAIN UNADORNED EARRING CARVED FROM THE LARGE CREST OF ARHINOCEROS HORNBILL
C.
AN EARRING CARVED WITH TRADITIONAL FOLIATE SCROLL MOTIFS REPRESENTING AHUNTING DOG
19TH CENTURY
SIZES: A8B: EACH: 7.5CMHIGH, 3.5CMWIDE, 2CMDEEP - 3 INS HIGH, 1% INS WIDE, % IN DEEP / 11CMHIGH - 4% INS HIGH
(ON BASE)
C: 5CMHIGH, 4.5CMWIDE, 2CMDEEP - 2 INS HIGH, 1% INS WIDE, % INS DEEP / 9.5CMHIGH - 3% INS HIGH (ON BASE)

LITERATURE

THE RHINOCEROS HORNBILL IS AWORD THAT HAS SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE FOR THE KAYAN AND KENYAH DYAK PEOPLE
OF BORNEO PLAYING ACENTRAL ROLE IN MOST OF THEIR CREATION MYTHS BY SYMBOLISING THE GIMNG OF LIFE, AND
AS AHENCHMAN OF THEIR VOCIFEROUS GODS HELPING TO WRECK HAVOC ON THEIR ENEMES. WARRIORS,
HEADHUNTERS AND MEN OF RANK WORE EARRINGS CUT FROM THE UPPER CREST OF THE BEAK OF THE HORNBILL TO
ENHANCE THEIR ATTRACTIVENESS AND TO PROCLAIMTHEIR SKILLS AND STATUS. THE HIGHEST STATUS WAS RESERVED
FOR THOSE LEADERS WHO LED WAR EXPEDITIONS AND HUNTED HEADS IN AREAS NEVER BEFORE OCCUPIED BY THE
DYAK.

REGARDED AS SAVAGE AND CANNIBALISTIC BY EUROPEANS IN THE MD 19TH CENTURY, THE DUTCH COLONIAL



GOVERNNMENT IN BORNEO CURTAILED DYAK TRADITIONAL ACTIMTY MAINLY BY MEANS OF MISSIONARY CONVERSION TO
CHRISTIANITY. HOWEVER, HEADHUNTING RESURFACED IN THE MID 1940'S WHEN THE ALLIED POWERS ENCOURAGED
THE PRACTICE AGAINST THE JAPANESE OCCUPATION OF BORNEOQ.



