Finch & C°

KANAK NEW CALEDONIAN BIRD BEAKED AND HEADED WAR CLUB

AN UNUSUALLY LARGE AND FINE KANAK NEW CALEDONIAN BIRD BEAKED AND HEADED WAR CLUB
19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 79CMHIGH, 40.5CMDEEP, 12CMWIDE - 31 INS HIGH, 16 INS DEEP, 4% INS WIDE

LITERATURE

NEW CALEDONIAN CLUBS COME IN ARANGE OF EXTRAORDINARY SHAPES FROM PHALLOMORPHIC TO BIRD HEADED AND
IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY THESE KANAK WEAPONS INFLUENCED AND INSPIRED SCULPTORS SUCH AS HENRY
MOORE (STUDIES OF SCULPTURE FROM THE BRITISH MUSEUMPG. 105) AND ARTISTS SUCH AS MAXERNST AND ANDRE
BRETON. CLUBS SUCH AS THIS WERE OVWNED BY HIGH RANKING MEN AND WOULD HAVE SIGNIFIED THEIR STATUS AS
SOMEONE TO BE TREATED WITH RESPECT.

WARFARE WAS WIDESPREAD THROUGHOUT ISLAND MELANESIAUNTIL COLONIAL INFLUENCES BOUGHT IT TOAN END
AFTER 1840. THE PARTICULAR KIND OF TACTIC PRACTISED CONSISTED OF AVBUSH AND OTHER KINDS OF SURPRISE
ATTACK. ANCESTORS WERE CONSIDERED PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT IN SUPPORTING AND STRENGTHENING THE LIVING
DURING WARFARE, AND SO THERE WAS A CRITICAL NEED TO SECURE THE DEAD AND WOUNDED FROMTHE ENEMY AS
THE PHYSICAL REMAINS CONTAINED THE POWER TO ATTRACT ANCESTORS TO THE PLACES WHERE THEY WERE KEPT.
TO THE KANAK, RELATIONS BETWEEN THE LIMNG AND THE DEAD WERE DEPENDENT ON THE BODIES OF THE DECEASED.



