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AGE CRACKS AND SMALL CHIPS TO FOOT RIMS
OLD SMOOTH SILKY CREAMY PATINA
LATE 17TH – EARLY 18TH CENTURY

SIZES: A: 15CM HIGH, 8.5CM DIA. (MAX) - 6 INS HIGH, 3¾ INS DIA. (MAX) 
18CM LONG - 7 INS LONG (PESTLE) 

B: 13.5CM HIGH, 8.5CM DIA. - 5¼ INS HIGH, 3¾ INS DIA. 
23CM LONG - 9 INS LONG (PESTLE)

 
LITERATURE

THE RAPID DEVELOPMENT OF THE PORTUGUESE ‘ESTADO DA INDIA’ WAS AN ASTONISHING ACCOMPLISHMENT IN VIEW OF
PORTUGAL’S RELATIVELY SMALL SIZE AND GREAT DISTANCE FROM THE CONTINENT. THEIR DESIRE TO DOMINATE THE
MARITIME SPICE TRADE TOOK THEM TO THE INDIAN OCEAN WHERE IN THE 16TH CENTURY THEY ESTABLISHED THEIR

STATE HEADQUARTERS IN GOA, WHICH REMAINED IN PORTUGUESE HANDS UNTIL 1961. HOWEVER, THEY NEVER
ACHIEVED A MONOPOLY OVER THE SPICE TRADE, AND WITHIN DECADES THE VENETIANS HAD REVIVED THEIR LAND

BASED TRADE, BUT THE PORTUGUESE WERE UNRIVALLED IN THE FIELD OF LUXURY GOODS. THE WORKS OF ART THAT
SURVIVE FROM THE PERIOD TELL OF EXTRAORDINARY SKILLS OF THE ARTISTS AND CRAFTSMEN WORKING IN INDIA AND
SRI LANKA. THE PORTUGUESE DIRECTED AND INSTRUCTED THE MANUFACTURE OF THE EXOTIC TREASURES MANY OF

WHICH WERE EXPORTED BACK TO EUROPE.

 


