
FIJIAN CHIEF’S RITUAL FLESH OR CANNIBAL FORK ‘ICULA NI BAKOLA’
A RARE PACIFIC FIJIAN CHIEF’S RITUAL FLESH OR CANNIBAL FORK ‘ICULA NI BAKOLA’ OF CARVED HARDWOOD 

CONTAINED IN A CARDBOARD BOX INSCRIBED TO THE LID: ‘CANNIBAL FORK, HAS BEEN USED, BROUGHT HOME FROM FIJI
1857 BY CAPT. J.P. LUCE. H.M.S. ESK’

OLD DARK GLOSSY PATINA
EARLY TO MID 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 29CM LONG - 11½ INS LONG 
(ORIGINAL CARDBOARD BOX: CONTAINING FORK, WITH INSCRIPTION TO LID) 31CM LONG, 8CM WIDE, 6.5CM HIGH, 12 INS

LONG, 3 INS WIDE, 2½ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

‘ICULA NI BAKOLA’ MEANS ‘FORK FOR HUMAN VICTIM’ AND THE EATING OF FLESH, WHETHER HUMAN OR ANIMAL,
PRESENTED A PROBLEM FOR PRIESTS AND CHIEFS WHO WERE THE LIVING REPRESENTATIVES OF THE GODS AND

THEREFORE IN A ‘TAPU’ STATE. FLESH FROM A HUMAN VICTIM KNOWN AS ‘PUAKA BALAVU’ OR ‘VONU BALAVU’, ‘LONG PIG’
OR ‘LONG TURTLE’ WAS RITUALLY EATEN, AS WAS PORK AND TURTLE MEAT, AS A SACRIFICIAL OFFERING. ON THESE

OCCASIONS SPECIAL FORKS WOULD BE USED, WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF ATTENDANTS WHO CAREFULLY MANIPULATED
THEM TO AVOID CONTACT WITH THE LIPS, TO PLACE THE MEAT DIRECTLY INTO THE MOUTH. AFTER THEIR FIRST USE THE
FORKS WERE HUNG UP AS ‘TAPU’ RELICS IN THE SPIRIT HOUSE OF THE CHIEF OR PRIEST TO WHOM THEY BELONGED.

EACH WAS INDIVIDUALLY NAMED AND PASSED DOWN THROUGH THE GENERATIONS.
AFTER 1854 AND THE CONVERSION OF CHIEF RATU SERU CAKOBAU TO CHRISTIANITY, FOLLOWED BY OTHER

NEIGHBOURING AND SUBORDINATE CHIEFTAINS, THE RITUAL FLESH FORKS WERE GRADUALLY MADE AVAILABLE FOR
TRADE. BARON VON HÍ¼GEL WAS VISITED IN SEPTEMBER 1875 BY CHIEF RATU SERU CAKOBAU WHO TEASED HIM BY
SAYING THAT ON HIS RECENT TRIP TO THE MOUNTAINS HE OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN EATEN: ‘THIS HE ILLUSTRATED BY

MAKING THE MOST HIDEOUS FACES AND CATCHING HOLD OF ME WITH HIS HAND BY THE CHEST, MUCH LIKE A



POULTERER WOULD A FOWL, TO SEE IF IT’S FIT FOR THE TABLE’ (JOURNALS OF BARON VON HÍ¼GEL; 1990 PG. 147)

 


