
WEST AFRICAN NIGERIAN YORUBA FEMALE SKULL
A WEST AFRICAN NIGERIAN YORUBA FEMALE SKULL OF A SACRIFICIAL VICTIM WITH TRACES OF BLUE PAINT

EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 15CM HIGH, 19CM DEEP - 6 INS HIGH, 7½ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THE OCCASION OF A YORUBA KING’S DEATH WAS A TIME OF DIRE DISTRESS IN THE PALACE AS APART FROM THOSE WHO
WERE BOUND BY THEIR SPECIAL OFFICE TO DIE WITH THE KING, IMMOLATION WAS MORE OR LESS INDISCRIMINATE IN
ORDER TO FURNISH THE MONARCH WITH A LARGE RETINUE IN THE NEXT WORLD. THE REVEREND SAMUEL JOHNSON,
PASTOR OF OYO IN HIS BOOK ‘THE HISTORY OF THE YORUBAS’ (LAGOS 1921) REPORTS THAT ‘NEARLY EVERYONE TRIED

TO HIDE IN EVERY AVAILABLE NOOK OR CORNER AND EVEN IN THE CEILINGS OF THEIR APARTMENTS’. IT WAS ALSO A TIME
OF MOURNING FOR THE RELATIVES OF THOSE WHO HAD RECEIVED THE ‘DEATH CLOTH’ AS IT WAS CALLED, FOR THEY
KNEW THAT IN THE EVENING THEY WOULD BURY A RELATIVE WHO HAD BEEN STRONG AND HEALTHY IN THE MORNING

AND UP TO THE TIME THE ‘FATAL CUP’ WAS TAKEN. THE ‘FATAL CUP’ WAS THE FAVOURED METHOD OF DEATH BY
POISONING.

IN 1886 THE PRACTISE OF HUMAN SACRIFICE WAS BANNED IN MANY OF THE YORUBA REGIONS OF NIGERIA WHICH HAD
TRADITIONALLY TAKEN PLACE AT THE FUNERALS OF KINGS AND AT THE FESTIVAL OF A DEITY.

 


