
EGYPTIAN VOTIVE BRONZE STATUE OF THE CAT GODDESS BASTET
AN ANCIENT EGYPTIAN VOTIVE BRONZE STATUE OF THE CAT GODDESS BASTET HOLDING AN AEGIS IN HER LEFT HAND

THE RIGHT HAND ONCE HOLDING A SISTRUM NOW MISSING
OLD FINE SMOOTH DARK BROWN GREENISH PATINA

LATE PERIOD 664 - 332BC
SIZE: 10CM HIGH - 4 INS HIGH / 16CM HIGH - 6¼ INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

THE CAT WAS IMPORTANT TO ANCIENT EGYPT BOTH AS A DOMESTIC PET AND AS A SYMBOL OF DEITIES SUCH AS BASTET
AND RA ‘THE GREAT CAT OF HELIOPOLIS’. THERE WERE TWO INDIGENOUS FELINE SPECIES: THE JUNGLE CAT ‘FELIS

CHAUS’ AND THE AFRICAN WILD CAT ‘FELIS SILVESTRIS LIBYCA’ OF WHICH THE JUNGLE CAT WAS ONLY FOUND IN EGYPT
AND SOUTHEASTERN ASIA. THE EARLIEST EGYPTIAN REMAINS OF A CAT WERE FOUND IN A TOMB AT THE PREDYNASTIC

SITE OF MOSTAGEDDA SUGGESTING THAT THE EGYPTIANS WERE ALREADY KEEPING CATS AS PETS IN THE LATE FOURTH
MILLENNIUM BC.

THE ANCIENT EGYPTIANS HELD A NUMBER OF ANIMALS TO BE SACRED AS THE LIVING MANIFESTATIONS OF VARIOUS
GODS. SACRED ANIMAL CULTS WERE OVERSEEN BY THEIR OWN PRIESTHOODS WHO CARED FOR THE ANIMALS AND

ULTIMATELY ARRANGED FOR THEIR MUMMIFICATION AND BURIAL. THESE CULTS GREW IN IMPORTANCE FROM THE LATE
NEW KINGDOM ONWARDS REACHING A PEAK IN THE LATE PERIOD (747 - 332BC) WHEN THEY FORMED AN IMPORTANT
PART OF THE ECONOMY. THE CENTRE FOR THE CULT OF SACRED CATS WAS AT TELL BASTA AND BENI HASAN, WITH

NUMEROUS GALLERIES AT THE SACRED ANIMAL NECROPOLIS AT NORTH SAGGARA CONTAINING MUMMIFIED REMAINS.

 


