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THE ANTIQUE SPECIMEN OF A NARWHAL TUSK ‘MONODON MONOCEROS’

19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 106CM LONG - 41¾ INS LONG / 116CM HIGH - 45¾ INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

IN MEDIEVAL TIMES THE NARWHAL WAS KNOWN AS THE ‘UNICORN OF THE SEA’ AND DURING THE ITALIAN RENAISSANCE



LEONARDO DA VINCI WROTE A TREATISE ON HOW TO CAPTURE UNICORNS. AS THE NARWHAL LIVED IN THE MOST
INACCESSIBLE SEAS OF THE ARCTIC THE MYTH OF THE UNICORN PERSISTED UP UNTIL THE END OF THE 18TH CENTURY

WITH THE ADVENT OF THE EUROPEAN WHALING INDUSTRY.
THE VIKINGS HUNTED THE NARWHAL AND OBTAINED TUSKS IN TRADE FROM THE INUIT. THEY SOLD THESE TUSKS AS

UNICORN HORNS AND SAID NOTHING ABOUT THEIR TRUE ORIGIN. THE MERCHANTS WHO CARRIED THE TUSKS TO
EUROPE AND THE MIDDLE EAST, TO CHINA AND JAPAN, SELDOM KNEW THAT THESE HORNS WERE THE ENORMOUSLY

ELONGATED TEETH OF AN ARCTIC WHALE AND IF THEY DID, KEPT THE KNOWLEDGE TO THEMSELVES. IT WAS, AFTER ALL,
IN EVERYONE'S INTEREST TO MAINTAIN THE UNICORN LEGEND. AT THE PEAK OF ITS PRESTIGE AND POPULARITY

UNICORN HORN WAS WORTH TEN TIMES ITS WEIGHT IN GOLD. TO THE VAST MAJORITY OF PEOPLE THE EXISTENCE OF A
BEAUTIFUL WHITE HORSE WITH A WONDERFUL TWISTED HORN VOUCHED FOR BY ARISTOTLE, PLINY AND THE BIBLE

SEEMED INFINITELY MORE BELIEVABLE THAN THE EXISTENCE OF AN ARCTIC WHALE WITH A LONG SINGLE IVORY TUSK.

 


