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A SMALL ANCIENT IMPERIAL ROMANO-EGYPTIAN MARBLE HEADS

ASMALL ANCIENT IMPERIAL ROMANO-EGYPTIAN MARBLE HEAD PORTRAYING THE GODDESS FORTUNA EACH WITH HER
HAIR ARRANGED IN GRACEFUL WAVY LINES AND DRAVWN BACK INTO ACHIGNON ONE WEARING ADIADEM
PERHAPS ALEXANDRIAN
1ST CENTURY AD
SIZES: A 6CMHIGH, 4CMWIDE, 5CMDEEP - 2% INS HIGH, 172 INS WIDE, 2 INS DEEP / 15CMHIGH - 6 INS HIGH (WITH BASE)
B: 5CMHIGH, 3.5CMWIDE, 4CMDEEP - 2 INS HIGH, 1% INS WIDE, 1%2INS DEEP / 14.5CMHIGH - 5% INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

LITERATURE

SMALL VOTIVE STATUETTES OF THE GODDESS FORTUNAWERE USED IN THE SHRINES OF PRIVATE HOUSEHOLDS. THE
BRINGER OF GOOD FORTUNE, SHE ALSO OFFERED PROTECTION TO SEAFARERS IN HER ASSOCIATION WITH THE CULT
OF ISIS. THE MAIN ANNUAL FESTIVAL FOR THE WORSHIP OF ISIS-FORTUNAALSO MARKED THE OPENING OF THE SEASON
FOR NAVIGATION.

BY THE 1ST CENTURY AD HAIR DRESSING HAD BECOME A SCIENCE AND OCCUPIED ACONSIDERABLE PART OF A
FASHIONABLE LADY'S TIME. THE NATURAL HAIR WAS OFTEN INSUFFICIENT FOR THE TOWER-LIKE COIFFURES AND SO
FALSE PLAITS OR WIGS WERE USED. SOVETIMES AREMOVABLE CARVED MARBLE HAIR DRESS WAS PLACED UPON THE
HEAD WHICH COULD BE REPLACED BY ANEW ONE ACCORDING TO FASHION. THE CUSTOMOF DYEING THE HAR A
REDDISH-YELLOW COLOUR IS MENTIONED BY CATO AS BEING AGREEK CUSTOMINTRODUCED TO ROVE, WITH A
CAUSTIC SOAP MADE OF TALLOW AND ASHES BEING IMPORTED FROM GAUL ESPECIALLY FOR THE PURPOSE. THE LONG
WARS WITH GERMANY ENGENDERED APREDILECTION FOR THE BLOND HAIR OF GERMAN WOMEN, AND IN
CONSEQUENCE, IT BECAVE AVALUABLE COMMODITY AS THE ROMAN WOMEN HID THEIR OWN HAIR UNDER FAR WIGS OF
GERMAN LOCKS.



