
RARE AFRICAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO CARVED IVORY PORTRAIT FIGURE OF A BLACK PROTESTANT MISSIONARY
AN UNUSUAL AND RARE AFRICAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO CARVED IVORY PORTRAIT FIGURE OF A BLACK

PROTESTANT MISSIONARY HIS HAIR TIED IN THE PORTUGUESE MANNER BENEATH A EUROPEAN HAT LACE UP LEATHER
SHOES UPON HIS FEET HIS TEETH FILED

LATE 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 21.5CM HIGH - 8½ INS HIGH / 28.5CM HIGH - 11¼ INS HIGH (ON OLD BASE) 

13CM DIA. - 5 INS DIA. (BASE APPROX)

 
LITERATURE

TO THE CONGO PEOPLES THEIR WORLD OF IMAGERY WAS MANIFESTED IN VISIBLE GODS, BUT THE WHITE MAN’S
MISSIONARIES TAUGHT THEM BELIEF IN ONE GOD CAPABLE OF DEFINITE AND SHARP PRESENTATION NEITHER IN

PERSON NOR IN PICTURE, AND SO KNOWLEDGE OF SUCH AS GOD WAS A DIFFICULT MATTER. CONSEQUENTLY MANY
PREFERRED, INSTEAD OF MAKING FIGURES OF THIS NEW FAR-OFF GOD, TO MAKE SCULPTURES AND IMAGES OF THE

MISSIONARY IN THEIR MIDST. DURING THE LAST DECADES OF THE 19TH CENTURY CATHOLIC AND PROTESTANT
MISSIONARIES FROM BOTH EUROPE AND AMERICA BEGAN TO VISIT THE INTERIOR OF THE CONGO IN SOME NUMBERS,

AND THE OLD CATHOLIC SYNCRETIC BELIEFS THAT PREVIOUSLY EXISTED IN THE 18TH CENTURY ALONG THE ATLANTIC
COAST WERE RESURRECTED THROUGH THEIR EFFORTS. MANY CONVERTED TO THIS CREED AND THE CONGO ARTISTS

BEGAN TO PRODUCE IVORIES DEPICTING THE VIRGIN MARY AND CHRIST CHILD, CRUCIFIXION SCENES AND FIGURES
REPRESENTING THE MISSIONARIES, BOTH WHITE AND BLACK. ALL OF THESE SCULPTURES WERE PURCHASED BY BOTH

THE PEOPLES OF THE CONGO AND THE EXPATRIATE COMMUNITIES, MANY WHEN THEY LEFT FOR HOME TAKING THE
FIGURINES WITH THEM, SYMBOLS OF THEIR COLONIAL PRESENCE IN AFRICA.

 


