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LITERATURE

GIDEON MATTHEW FIDLER (1857 - 1942) WAS THE YOUNGER BROTHER OF THE IMPRESSIONIST PAINTER HARRY FIDLER.
BOTH SONS OF A WILTSHIRE FARMER THEY LIVED AND WORKED IN THE VILLAGES WEST OF SALISBURY SUCH AS

TEFFONT MAGNA. GIDEON ALSO PAINTED IN SCANDINAVIA, EXHIBITING WORKS AT THE ROYAL ACADEMY IN 1895 ONE OF
WHICH WAS ENTITLED ‘IN GAMIE NORGE’. HE ALSO EXHIBITED AT THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF BRITISH ARTISTS AND THE

ROYAL INSTITUTE OF PAINTERS IN WATERCOLOUR. 



STONEHENGE TODAY AFTER THE REPOSITIONING AND STRAIGHTENING OF 23 MEGALITHS BETWEEN 1901 AND 1964
DOES NOT SEEM VERY VERY DIFFERENT FROM THE RUINS AS IT WAS FIRST DEPICTED IN RECOGNISABLE FORM. A

‘TRILITHON’, ONE OF THE FIVE INDIVIDUALLY LINTELED PAIRS OF TALL UPRIGHTS THAT ONCE STOOD IN AN ARC AT THE
CENTRE OF THE SITE, IS MISSING FROM THE FAMOUS PORTRAYALS BY TURNER AND CONSTABLE AS IT FELL DOWN IN

1797 AND WAS REPOSITIONED IN 1958. HOWEVER, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THE STONEHENGE THE WELSH CLERIC
GEOFFREY OF MONMOUTH DESCRIBES IN HIS 1136 AD ‘HISTORIA REGUN BRITANNIA’ IS THE ONE WE SEE NOW. THE

MONUMENT AND THE QUESTIONS ASKED ABOUT IT HAVE NOT CHANGED IN 650 YEARS, IT IS THE ANSWERS THAT ARE
NOW PUT FORWARD TO THOSE QUESTIONS, AND THE WIDER CONTEXT IN WHICH STONEHENGE IS VIEWED, THAT HAS
PROFOUNDLY CHANGED. HUGE NUMBERS OF PEOPLE NOW VISIT THE STONES, WELL OVER THE EQUIVALENT OF THE
WHOLE OF BRITAIN’S POPULATION IN GEOFFREY OF MONMOUTH’S TIME HAVE VIEWED THEM IN THE PAST FIVE YEARS.
STONEHENGE RETAINS ITS MYSTERIOUS POWER AND ITS PLACE IN THE HISTORY OF BRITAIN. IT IS MUCH MORE THAN

JUST A MONUMENT TO THE PAST.
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