Finch & C°

TIBETAN OR NORTHERN NEPALESE TERRACOTTA HEAD

ARARE TIBETAN OR NORTHERN NEPALESE TERRACOTTAHEAD OF THE WRATHFUL DEITY ‘PANJARA MAHAKALA THE
LORD OF DEATH AND THE GREAT POWER OF TIME WITH BULGING EYES AND SNARLING MOUTH DRAVWN OPEN TO REVEAL
DELICATE FANGS WEARING AFIERY CROVWN SET WITH FOUR HUMAN SKULLS AN IMAGE OF THE BUDDHATO THE CENTRE

ENTWINED SNAKES ABOUT HIS NECK
TRACES OF RED PIGMENT AND GILDING
SOME OLD LOSSES AND OLD TIBETAN REPAIRED CRACK
17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 34.5CMHIGH, 31CMWIDE, 15CMDEEP - 13%2INS HIGH, 12%4 INS WIDE, 6 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

FIERCE MAHAKALA IS ONE OF THE EIGHT DHARMAPALAS AND HAS REMAINED A POPULAR DEITY WITH TIBETANS. HIS
FAVOURITE HABITAT IS THE CREMATION GROUND AND IS ALWAYS DEPICTED WITH LEAPING FLAVES IN THE
BACKGROUND. HE IS OFTEN GIVEN ASHRINE OF HIS OVWN IN MONASTERIES AND IS WORSHIPPED IN MANY DIFFERENT
FORMS, WITH THIS ONE BEING THE MOST USUAL.

IN BUDDHISMTHE SUPREME VOW IS TO UNDERTAKE TO ATTAIN ENLIGHTENMENT. TONEGLECT THIS VOW IS TO FALL
AGAIN INTO ‘SAMSARA, THE CYCLE OF BIRTH, DEATH AND REBIRTH OVER WHICH ‘PANJARA MAHAKALA PRESIDES. UNDER
HIS GUISE OF THE ‘GREAT POWER OF TIME' HE REPRESENTS THE ABSOLUTE IMPERMANENCE AND UNREALITY OF THE
CONVENTIONAL WORLD OF SEPARATE THINGS.



